Ukraine to pay 
compensation 


for air crash 
Defense minister quits 


(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma telephoned Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Ariel Sharon on Oct. 27, saying that Ukraine will compensate families 
of Israelis killed when a Russian Tu-154 airliner was accidentally shot 
down by a Ukrainian missile on Oct. 4. 

“[Israel’s] Foreign Ministry received the announcement with satisfac- 
tion, and we will open a diplomatic dialogue concerning all aspects of the 
tragedy,” AP quoted Israel’s Foreign Ministry spokesman Emmanuel 
Nachshon as saying. 

Kuchma’s spokesman, Thor Storozhuk, said the Ukrainian president or- 
dered Deputy Premier Oleh Dubyna to organize the collection of neces- 
sary funds, Interfax reported. 

It is not clear whether Kuchma also promised compensation for the 
non-Israeli victims’ families, or how much each family will be eligible to 
receive. 

A Defense Ministry official suggested the previous day that Ukraine 
may give a Tu-154 plane to Russia’s Sibir airline to compensate for the 
downed 

Some 1,700 people representing 500 Ukrainian NGOs, during an Oct. 
19 congress in Kyiv, adopted a statement to compatriots and the world 
community with apologies for “Kuchma’s cynical words” asserting that 
“one shouldn’t make a tragedy out of the crash if there has been a mis- 
take”, Interfax reported. | 

According to the congress, compensation for the downed plane should 
be paid not from the state budget, but from “foreign deposits of Kuchma 
and his entourage.” 

In related news, Kuchma has accepted the resignation of Oleksandr 
Kuzmuk in connection with the downing of a Russian airliner by an errant 
missile fired by Ukrainian air-defense troops on Oct. 4, Ukrainian media 
reported on Oct. 25. 

Kuchma also dismissed several unnamed military officials over the crash. 
In a televised address the same day, Kuchma said he has ordered the sus- 
pension of all missile launches at Ukrainian training grounds, adding that 
a commission will review current regulations regarding military training 
in the country. 

“I apologize to the families and 
relatives of the victims, and to all 
who came to this bitter grief. We are 
conscious of our duty to do every- 
thing possible to alleviate it,” the 
president said. Kuchma appointed 
Chief of General Staff Volodymyr 
Shkidchenko as acting defense min- 
ister. 

That same day, Prime Minister 
Anatoliy Kinakh said that “all finan- 
cial and legal issues” connected with 
the accidental downing will be 
solved only after the Ukrainian and 
Russian state commissions investi- 
gating the causes of the crash pub- 
lish their final conclusions, UNIAN 
reported. 

Kuzmuk told journalists on Oct. 
19 during a special hot-line link that 
he never doubted that a Ukrainian 
missile downed a Russian airliner on 
Oct. 4, Interfax reported. 

“For me, from the very beginning 
there were no other versions, and 
there could not be. Otherwise, why 
would I have tendered my resigna- 
tion [immediately after the crash]?” 
Kuzmuk said. 

Kuzmuk did not explain why five 
days after the airliner tragedy he 
assured the parliament that the mis- 
sile downing theory was impossible. 
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UCC urges government 


to terminate р 8 р 


See page 3 


Rada election campaign 


to begin January 1 


Embroidery displayed 


see Page 5 


The embroidered towels of Chester and Luba Kuc were on display at the Ukrainian National Federation Hall in 
Edmonton, Oct. 14. Pictured above: Luba and Chester stand before some of the items from their collection. For 
more, see the Ukrainian-language story on page 8 of this issue. 


Кучма нарвався на міжнародний скандал 


Саша Волкова, 

(Українська Правда) "Президент Леонід Кучма 
давно не стежить за своєю мовою. Але всередині 
країни до цього вже багато хто звик. Однак ок- 
ремі пасажі гаранта викликають, якщо висловлю-- 
ватися м'якою дипломатичною мовою, "здивуван-- 
ня". Пригадати хоч би реакцію Заходу на його 
незабутні фрази відразу після загибелі 78 чоловік 
в підбитому українськими військовими літаку! 

Після росіян і ізраїльтян тепер всі підстави 
криво дивитися на Україну мають жителі країн 
Балтії. Нещодавно Кучма в пориві чергової бо-- 
ротьби з корупцією, яка у нього традиційно ні- 
чим не завершується, дозволив собі покритикувати 
прибалтійські республіки, які, як вважає він, 
потурають відмиттю нелегальних капіталів. Пер-- 
шими дипломатично висловили своє здивування 
латиші. 

Міністр закордонних справ Латвії висловив 
здивування ( дипломатичною мовою це означає 
крайню форму обурення -УПІ) в зв'язку із заявами 
Кучми, який назвав країни Балтії коридором 
для переміщення нелегальних капіталів. Тоді ж 
український президент заявив, що найбільша кіль-- 
кість сумнівних операцій проходить через їх 
території. і 

Міністерство закордонних справ Латвії розці- 
нило ці заяви як безпідставні, якщо президент 
мав на увазі в тому числі i Латвію, заявив 
представник зовнішньоекономічного відомства 
Вільмарс Хенінс. 

«Правоохоронні органи Латвії активно співпра-- 


цюють з українськими колегами по контролю 
за нелегальними капіталами. Українські відділення 
латвійських комерційних банків твердо дотриму-- 
ються законів України, а банківське законодав- 
ство Латвії відповідає нормам Європейського 
Союзу", заявляє Хенінс. 

Міністерство закордонних справ не бачить 
підстав для подібних заяв, оскільки установи 
Латвії запропонували закрити договори і вжити 
превентивних заходів для ліквідації можливих 
порушень, але у відповідь на ці ініціативи Латвія 
не отримала жодної відповіді від України, 
повідомляє Baltic news agency. 

Досить давно Латвія запропонувала Україні 
приєднатися до угоди з боротьби з економічними 
i фінансовими порушеннями і поверненню неле- 
гально переміщених капіталів, але ця ініціатива 
Латвії також залишилася без відповіді. Cnocre— 
режна рада фінансового і валютного ринку Латвії 
запропонувала українському національному банку 
співпрацювати у сфері контролю за банківською 
діяльністю. 

20 жовтня на зустрічі, присвяченій боротьбі з 
відмиттям грошей, Кучма розпорядився звернути-- 
ся до парламентів і урядів Балтійських держав, 
щоб вони дозволили відстежувати нелегальні 
валютні операції на території своїх країн. Кучма 
заявив, що це необхідно, оскільки саме велика 
кількість сумнівних операцій проходить через 
Балтійські країни і назвав їх коридором для 
нелегальних капіталів. 


Українським повітряним простором 
скористалися сотні американських літаків 


(Українська Правда) -З 9 жовтня Америка 
продовжує користуватися повітряним коридором 
для проведення антитерористичної операції, дозвіл 
на який дала Україна. В ніч з 21 на 22 жовтня 
коридором пройшли 9 військово-транспортних 
літаків ВПС США. Всього з 9 no 28 жовтня 
цим коридором скористалися 140 літаків. 

Під час прольоту авіації США зоною від- 
повідальності України вона безперервно супро- 
воджувалася радіотехнічними військами ППО 
Збройних Сил України та відповідними службами 
«Украероруху", повідомляє прес-служба Minic— 


терства оборони України. ; 

Крім того, на аеродромі в черговому режимі 
постійно знаходяться винищувачі ВПС та ППО 
України, готові надати допомогу у разі необ- 
хідності. У разі виникнення форс-мажорних об-- 
ставин американські літаки готовий прийняти 
спеціально підготовлений аеродром. 

Всі згадані літаки проходили міжнародними 
повітряними трасами над нейтральними водами 
в акваторії Чорного моря під постійним управ- 
лінням Симферопольського регіонального центру 
обслуговування повітряного руху. 
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presents 


The group has only 20 

singers, but what singers 

they are - big, marvelously 

focused voices. They sung F 0 | k 
wonderfully clean unisons 

and the bases have low 

E's to die for. 


Washington Post 


They achived maximum 
perfection, a remarkable 
performance. 

New York Post 


A high quality recording of Ukrainian folk music 
performed by the acclaimed Kyiv Chamber Choir. 
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Чекові Рахунки 
Термінові Депозити 
Членські Картки 


Дитячі Рахунки 
Рахунки для Новоприбулих 
Бізнесові Рахунки 
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Хто розколює блок Ющенка? 


(Українська Правда) - Обидва Рухи та Партія 
Реформи і Порядок виступають категорично 
проти запропонованого розподілу місць у списку 
майбутнього блоку "Наша Україна", а також 
проти групування навколо Ющенка людей, 
близьких до президента. 

Це може стати причиною для серйозного 3aroc— 


_| трення ситуації всередині блоку "Наша Україна", 


вважає лідер Львівської обласної організації партії 
"Реформи і Порядок" Тарас Стецьків. 

Конфлікт назріває з двох причин - по-перше, 
обидва Рухи i ПРІ категорично проти запропо-- 
нованого розподілу місць в списку. Пропозиція 
Ющенка, який наполягає на тому, щоб йому 
надали 50% місць і ще 20 залишили у резерві, 
а по 10% віддали партіям, - категорично 
неприйнятна. 

У той же час "розлучення Рухів i ПРП 3 
Ющенком стане катастрофою для обох сторін". 
Тому, переконаний Стецьків, компроміс буде 
досягнуто в наступній формі: Ющенко і партії 
отримують по 50% місць у списку. 

Якщо ж не вдасться досягти злагоди, "відпо- 
відно до чинного законодавства, Ющенко виму-- 
шений буде формувати свій передвиборний список 
за межами "Нашої України", повідомляє Їнтер- 
факс-Україна. 

Ще однією причиною загострення всередині 
блоку є наявність біля Ющенка таких персоналій 
як лідер депутатської групи "Солідарність" Петро 
Порошенко, постійний представник президента 


у парламенті Роман Безсмертний і близький до 
Леоніда Кучми Володимир Горбулін. 

Наявність цих людей в оточенні Ющенка, 
вважає Стецьків, свідчить про те, що "адмініс- 
трація президента активізувала роботу по розвалу 
цього блоку. Оскільки аналітики з Банківєької 
прийшли до висновку, що істотно знизити рейтинг 
блоку неможливо, тому потрібно довести ситуацію 
до розколу". 

Крім того, останні події свідчать про те, що 
Ющенко все ще не визначився, на кого робити 
ставку - на адміністративний ресурс чи на 
націонал-демократів. 

Стецьків також категорично виступив проти 
створення коаліції "Нашої України" з блоком 
"За єдину Україну". Не можуть об'єднатися сили 
антиолігархічні i олігархічні, i така коаліція O3Ha— 
чатиме "розвал і знищення правих сил в Україні, 
а також те, що на іміджі Ющенка олігархи 
отримають індульгенцію ще на десять років", 
переконаний він. 

Раніше повідомлялося, що Народний Рух Yxpa— 
їни, Український Народний Рух і партія "Реформи 
і Порядок" наполягають на тому, щоб кожній з 
цих партій була надана 25%-a квота у виборчому 
списку блоку. 

На засіданні Центрального проводу НРУ у 
суботу було узгоджено рішення про можливе 
скорочення квоти до 2096 для кожного з трьох 
основних суб'єктів блоку, якщо у "Нашій Україні" 
буде велика кількість учасників. 


Українські громадяни знову в полі 


зору німецьких 


Надія Кандиба 

(Радіо Свобода)--Аж півтора року німецька 
поліція провадила слідство в справі 31-річного 
українця, ім'я якого не розголошують. Разом зі 
свої товаришем йому вдалося створити цілу зло- 
чинну мережу, що спеціалізувалася на контрабанді 
людей. За словами одного з представників при- 
кордонної поліції в Берліні, до банди, яка діяла 
на території Німеччини та країн СНД, загалом 
належало шестеро осіб. Під час слідства поліції 
вдалося зібрати достатньо доказів, які свідчать 
про щонайменше 30 випадків нелегального 
переправлення людей через кордон, шахрайства 
та підштовхування емігрантів до зловживання 
правом на політичний притулок. 

Схема діяльності банди практично не зміню- 
валася. В одній з берлінських щотижневих газет 
регулярно оприлюднювали оголошення, в яких 
українським та російським громадянам обіцяли 
допомогу в одержанні візи та пошуку праці. 
Насправді ж злочинці без відома своїх клієнтів 
подавали за них заяву на отримання політичниого 


правоохоронців 


притулку, щоб таким чином протягти час. Через 
свої тенета банда встигла пропустити близько 
тридцяти осіб. 31-річного громадянина України 
та одного з його співучасників було затримано 
в понеділок у берлінському районі Тір артен 
силами загону спеціального призначення. Ця 
операція пройшла без особливих інцидентів, 
оскільки підозрювані під час арешту не чинили 
опору. За санкцією суду поліція обшукала чотири 
помешкання, розташовані в різних районах 
Берліна. Правоохоронні органи конфіскували 
чимало речових доказів, що доводять причетність 
підозрюваних осіб до злочинів, які їм інкри- 
мінують. Тепер контрабандистам з України 3ar— 
рожує максимально п'ять років ув'язнення. 

Це не поодинокий випадок, коли Україна 
згадується з приводу нелегального переправлення 
людей через кордон. Кілька місяців тому в Дрез- 
дені поліція затримала колишнього керівника 
однієї з німецьких туристичних фірм, який разом 
зі своїми партнерами в Україні займався 
контрабандою дюдей до Німеччини. 


В Україні продовжують розсилати листи з білим порошком 


(Українська Правда/Їнтерфакс- 


терства з надзвичайних ситуацій, 
на ранок 28-го жовтня в Україні 


лення у поштових відправленнях 
порошку невідомого походження. 
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ч є See tele є ПО. ГК РУ 
ок Rg TR Eg А ес коза Rg Rig 


8 таких повідомлень надійшли 
Yxpaina)—3a даними Мініс- за останню добу. 

У всіх випадках речовину 
відправлено на дослідження до 
зафіксовано 104 випадки вияв- санітарно-епідеміологічних CTaH— 
цій. Небезпечних складових в 
речовинах не виявлено. 

Як повідомлялося, в кризо- 
вому центрі MinHC працює 
міжвідомча оперативна група, 
яка відстежує надзвичайні ситу-- 


ації медіко-біологічного харак- 
теру і проведення заходів для 
їх попередження. 

В той же час, 26-го жовтня 
під час "тарячої" телефонної 
лінії у Києві міністр охорони 
здоров'я Віталій Москаленко 
повідомив про 158 випадків 
виявлення ампул, пакетів і листів 
з невідомим порошком з 10 
жовтня у 20 областях України. 


Конверт з білим порошком 


у Верховній Раді України 


(Українська Правда) -Невідомий порошок білого кольору 
виявлений 22-го жовтня у конверті, присланому на адресу 
Верховної Ради України. Про це заявив перший заступник голови 
парламенту Віктор Медведчук. З його слів, порошок був виявлений 
в приміщенні експедиції. 

«Відповідні санепідемслужби, підрозділи державної охорони 
вилучили цей конверт", - повідомив Медведчук. Порошок і конверт 
направлені на експертизу, результати якої будуть відомі за 12 
годин, повідомляє Інтерфакс- Україна. 

Зі слів Медведчука, комендатурі Верховної Ради дане 
розпорядження опечатати приміщення, де був знайдений невідомий 
порошок. Проводиться відповідне обстеження людей, що 
контактували з конвертом. 

На сьогоднішній день в Україні зареєстровані вже шість випадків 
виявлення невідомого білого порошку переважно в поштових 
конвертах. Проводиться дослідження. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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UCC urges government 
to terminate D & D 


(UCC-National/UkrNews)—The Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Congress (UCC) urged the Government of Canada 
to terminate the use of denaturalization and deporta- 
tion proceedings against Canadians who obtained Ca- 
nadian citizenship half a century ago in a brief submit- 
ted to the Social Union Cabinet Committee of the Gov- 
ernment of Canada, Oct. 22. 

In its brief to the Committee, the UCC noted that the 
20th Triennial Congress of Ukrainian Canadians unani- 
mously denounced the Federal Government’s War 
Crimes Policy, as it relates to WWII war crimes, as 
being fundamentally unjust. 

The participants of the convention stressed that this 
injustice stems from several facts, namely that: 


» The government uses denaturalization and depor- 
tation proceedings against Canadians even though there 
is no evidence that such individuals committed war 
crimes or crimes against humanity; and 

» Denaturalizing Canadians who came to Canada half 
a century ago where there is no evidence of war crimes 
or crimes against humanity does not serve the interests 
of justice. 

The UCC also indicated its interest in making a pre- 
sentation to the Federal Cabinet Committee on this 
matter. 

As of press time Ukrainian News had not been in- 
formed that the Federal Government had in any way 
responded to the UCC request. 


Canadian Ambassador visits Crimea 


(Embassy of Canada in Ukraine)—On Oct. 22-24, 
Canada’s new Ambassador to Ukraine, Andrew 
Robinson, paid an official visit to Crimea. Robinson 
arrived in Ukraine in August and presented credentials 
to President Leonid Kuchma on Sept. 3. 

During the first day of his visit, Ambassador 
Robinson met with the Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, 
Valeriy Gorbatoy, to discuss the current status of bilat- 
eral relations, Canadian companies’ involvement in the 
peninsula, in particular in oil and gas sector, and the 
development of the region. 

Later, Ambassador Robinson met with the Verkhovna 
Rada of the ARC Chairman Leonid Grach. The Cana- 
dian Ambassador also called on Chairman of the Re- 
publican Committee on Nationalities and Deported 
Peoples, Edip Gafaroy, to learn about ethnic diversity 
of Crimea and reintegration programs for formerly de- 
ported persons. 

Oct. 23, Ambassador Robinson visited Sevastopol, 
where he met with the Commander of the Ukrainian 


Navy Admiral Mykhailo Yezhel. 

In the afternoon and next day the Ambassador vis- 
ited communities of the formerly deported persons 
around Simferopol and in Bakhchisaray. He familiar- 
ize himself with projects supported by Canada through 
the Canadian International Development Agency and 
the United Nations Development Program. 

In the course of the visit Robinson was also briefed 
on the ground about Canadian business involvement 
with the oil and gas sector in Crimea. He visited the 
operational site of Calgary-based Epic Energy located 
on the Kerch peninsula. 

“Canada is known in the world”, said Ambassador 
Robinson, “as a country of wide ethnic and cultural 
diversity. Therefore, we are proud to be associated with 
and to contribute to the better integration of the for- 
merly deported people within existing multi-ethnic 
communities of the Crimean peninsula. This will not 
only help to raise the well-being of the people, but will 
help Ukraine to make the transition to democracy and 
good government”. 


Prime Minister Kinakh visits U.S. 


(RFE/RL)—U.S. Treasury Secretary Paul O’Neill as- 
sured Ukrainian Prime Minister Anatoliy Kinakh in 
Washington, D.C., on Oct. 30 that the U.S. 15 ready to 
provide expert assistance to Ukraine in combating 
money laundering, New Channel television reported. 
Kinakh emphasized during the talks that Kyiv wants 
to enter the World Trade Organization. 

Kinakh’s main objective during his three-day visit is 
to persuade Washington to give Ukraine the status of a 
country with a market economy, which would mean 
lower tariffs and larger quotas for Ukrainian goods in 
the United States. 

The same day, Kinakh also met with World 
Bank President James Wolfensohn. Ukrainian Finance 
Minister Thor Mityukov commented that the talks with 


the World Bank are the most successful and construc- 
tive in the last several years. 

The previous day Kinakh said that Ukraine is ready 
to assist foreign states, including Uzbekistan and 
Tajikistan, in fighting terrorism, Inter television re- 
ported. Kinakh made this statement at the JFK airport 
in New York upon his arrival for the visit. 

Kinakh noted that he plans to discuss limitations in 
bilateral trade with U.S. officials. 

Kinakh spent the first day of his visit in New York 
meeting with New York City and New York state offi- 
cials, U.S. businessmen, and UN Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan. 

In addition, he visited the World Trade Center site 
and attended a service in a Ukrainian church. | 


Ukraine’s last missile silo destroyed 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s military officials on Oct. 30 
destroyed the country’s last remaining nuclear missile 
silo, the final step in its nuclear disarmament plan. 
Ukrainian and U.S. civilians triggered explosives in the 
silo, in an international ceremony which, according to 
one U.S. official, marked Ukraine as “totally nuclear 
free.” 

In the Soviet era, over 170 missile silos in Ukraine 
were positioned to fire atomic weapons on Western 
Europe and North America. 


After the breakup of the Soviet Union, Ukraine in- 
herited the Soviet weapons, but soon began delivering 
them to Russia in exchange for economic aid, com- 
pleting the exchange in the late 1990s. Ukraine began 
dismantling its weapons infrastructure under the 
START-1 treaty in 1994. 

U.S. ceremony representative John Connell said that 
the U.S. would continue to financially support weap- 
ons reduction in Ukraine, providing funds to repair 
damage to regions used for nuclear purposes. 


Communists want US ambassador to leave Ukraine 


(BBC Monitoring Service/UNIAN)—The Commu- 
nists are demanding to declare US Ambassador to 
Ukraine Carlos Pascual persona non grata, the leader 
of the Communist Party of Ukraine, Petro Symonenko, 
said at a news conference, Oct. 30. 

Symonenko said that the Communists believe that 
Pascual abused his authority when he submitted to the 
Supreme Council a letter containing demands to “the 
so-called parliamentary majority”. The ambassador re- 
quested the Ukrainian deputies to pass the laws “On 
the protection of intellectual property”, “On the regu- 


lations of manufacturing, export and import of the discs 
for laser recorders” and the fourth book of the Civil 
Code in a version drafted by American experts, accord- 
ing to Symonenko. For this, 212 billion hryvnias would 
be needed additionally, Symonenko said. 

The Communist leader also strongly criticized the 
attitude of the international financial organizations to 
Ukraine and described the US anti-dumping investiga- 
tions against Ukraine as pressure on the Ukrainian presi- 
dent and parliament. This investigation was against “the 
family of the president”, Symonenko said. 


HOTEL & CON 


Thank you Ward 1 residents for your 
trust and support. Over the next 
three years, I 'll work hard to bring 
your views to City Council. 


Karen Leibovici, 
Councillor, Ward 1 
2nd Floor, 1 Sir Winston Churchill 


Square, T5J 2R7 
Phone: 496-8120 Fax: 496-8113 


FERENCE CENTRE 
Vinok Worldance 


Christmas Around 
the World 2001 


Dinner Theatre 


Local singer/actor Timothy J. Anderson 
is host for this year’s evening of 
magical dances, beautiful overtures 
and seasonal carols from cultures 


spanning the globe. 


Celebrate a very special time of year 
with this timeless family favorite! 


November 15-18 


Grand Ballroom 


For tickets call: 


454-3739 


Chateau Louis Conference Centre 
11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, Alberta 
www.chateaulouis.com 


Dr. Myron Hladyshevsky 
(in memory of Lidia 
Hladyshevsky), Calgary, AB 


of UNA, Toronto, ON 


$55.00 

S. Orydzuk, Prince George, BC 

John Parchoma, Saskatoon, SK 

550.00 

Helen Zasiedko, Edmonton, АВ 
S. Soltykevych (in memory of 
Roman Soltykevych), 
Edmonton, AB 

UCC-BC Provincial Council, 
Vancouver, BC 

Rey. Myron Martynkiw 


Edmonton AB 

$35.00 
Bob Chipchura, Edmonton, AB 
Rt. Rev. J. Hajmanowycz, 
Montreal, PQ 


525.00 
О. & E. Zarsky, Edmonton, AB 


Sonia Allore, Edmonton, AB 
John Gregory, Edmonton, AB 


M. Rudzik, Toronto, ON 


Mychailo Teslevic, Toronto, ON 


We sincerely thank 
all donors 


OCTOBER / ЖОВТЕНЬ 2001 


Brotherhood of Veterans 1st Div. 


(in memory of Marta Martynkiw) 


Zonia Wuschenny, Edmonton, AB Michael Suslow, Tommins, ON 


Bishop B. Filevich, Saskatoon, SK Walter Marych, Edmonton, AB 


Peter Beley, New Westminster, BC 


‘oe ВО 


$15.00 
Stephan Romaniuk, Edmonton, AB 
George Polowy, Oakburn, MB 
Jaroslaw Dutka, Toronto, ON 
Annie Belesky, Preeceville, SK 
Michael Kucher, Edmonton, AB 
Artem Kolomijchuk, Calgary, AB 
Sophia Badiwsky, Toronto, ON 
Wasyl Scherbak, Pierrefonds, PQ 
Mykola Melnyk, Toronto, ON 
Bohdan Habszy, Hamilton, ON 
Mykhailo Wawryshyn, Toronto, ON 
M.& L. Baziuk, Edmonton, AB 
$10.00 

I. Drozd, Mississauga, ON 

W. & G. Hladun, Edmonton, AB 

5. & 5. Chomey, Toronto, ON 

W. Zakaluzny, Toronto, ON 

Mary Kostash, Edmonton, AB 
Walter Podiluk, Saskatoon, SK 
Michael Krisa, Montreal, PQ 
Theodore Dedio, Arran, SK 

Walter Yasinski, Hotchkiss, AB 


$5.00 
Michael Nykoruk, Toronto, ON 


Walter Swenarchuck, St. Albert, AB Leon Shpulak, Thunder Bay, ON 


E.A. Yaremchuk, Thunder Bay, ON 


Mary Onyschuk, Edmonton, AB 


$35.00 US 
Michael Mowchan, Newington, CT 


Ми щиро дякуємо 
всім жертводавцям 


Цими днями у приміщенні Ки- 
ївської духовної семінарії УПЦ 
Київського Патріархату прове- 
дено Всеукраїнську конференцію 
присвячену 80 літтю відновлення 
Української Автокефальної 
Православної Церкви. Цей день 
припав і на шосту річницю Їн- 
тронізації Святішого Патріарха 
Київського i всієї Руси - Укра- 
їни, Блаженнішого Філарета. 

Зі Святішим Патріархом Філа- 
ретом розмовляв наш кореспон-- 
дент Їгор Столяров 


Irop Столяров: В чому, на 
Вашу думку, важливість цієї 
конференції у Києві? 

Патріарх Філарет: Важли- 
вість цієї конференції полягає 
в тому, що ми нагадуємо право- 
славним українцям що рух за 
автокефалію розпочався не з 
90-х років, що не десять років 
український православний народ 
бореться за автокефалію, що 
ця боротьба велася на протязі 
цілого 20-го століття. 

Автокефальна церква в Укра- 
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Патріярх Філарет про життя Української Церкви 


їні діє вже 80 років і до цього 


часу не визнана. 

Тому, нагадуємо іншим право- 
славним церквам, що прийшов 
час визнати нашу церкву, бо і 
Ви ж були у такому ж стані і 
маєте зрозуміти нас українців. 
Наші прагнення ні чим не від- 
різняються від Ваших. 

ЇС: Шість років минуло від 
часу Вашої інтронізації як 
Патріарха. Як би Ви оцінили ці 
роки? 

ПФ: Це були роки організації 


Канада: батьківщина для всіх нас. 


Славимо громадян Канади 


Свобода Повага Разом 


Щоб отримати більш докладну інформацію англійською чи 
французькою мовою відносно громадянства Канади, звертайтесь 
1800 О-Сапада (1 800 622-6232) 


TTY/TDD: 1 800 465-7735 
canada.gc.ca 


Київського Патріархату, його 
зміцнення, збільшення кількості 
єпископів, заповнення вакантних 
кафедр, висвячення нових свя- 
щенників, які займають тепер 
парафії. 

Ми маємо на сьогодні приб-- 
лизно 3500 парафій в Україні. 
У нас в країні 29 єпархій. Ми 
маємо дві духовні академії, 
шість духовних семінарій, духовні 
видавництва, училища. Є монас- 
тирі. Церква живе повнотою 
церковного життя. 

Нашу церкву нині підтримує 
10 мільйонів православних yKpa— 
їнців. В цей же час, Московсь- 
кий Патріархат з його великою 
кількістю зареєстрованих пара- 
фій підтримують лише п'ять 
мільйонів православних україн-- 
ців. 

ЇС: Які плани пов'язуєте зі 


"становленням Національної 


церкви на Південних теренах 
України? Адже відомо, що YIM 
КІ має міцні позиції переважно 
у західному регіоні країни. 
ПФ: Так, у нас міцні позиції 
у західноукраїнських єпархіях. 
Тому наше нинішнє завдання 
полягає у розширенні на Сході 
та Півдні України. Робота така 
триває. Наприклад, у Донецькій 
єпархії у нас є вже понад 90 
парафій. У Дніпропетровській 


біля 200 парафій. У Запоріж- 
ській понад 50. Ї така ж кіль- 
кість в Одеській області. 

У нас є тенденція до зрос- 
тання на Півдні та Сході Укра- 
їни. Незабаром наші позиції там 
будуть такими ж міцними як 
це нині є у західних областях. 

ІС: На якому етапі є питання 
єднання між УАПЦ та Київ- 
ським Патріархатом? 

ПФ: Ми підписали з УАПЦ 
вже кілька домовленостей про 
об'єднання. Але, все йде досить 
повільно. 

Ми раді, що на нашій кон- 
ференції виступав представник 
УАПЦ і зачитав привітання від 
керуючого справами Української 
Автокефальної Православної 
Церкви, архієпископа Ігора 
Ісиченка. 

Ми рухаємося у бік єднання, 
але дуже повільно. Ми б хотіли 
щоби все було швидше. Треба 
підкреслити, що у нас немає 
розбіжностей у віровченнях, у 
відношенні до Канонів та Укра- 
їнської держави. Ми тут єдині 
з УАПЦ. 

ІС: Чи прагне єдності УПЩ 
Московського Патріархата? 

ПФ: Прагне єднання. Тільки 
якого? Підпорядкування україн- 
ської церкви Московському 
Патріархату. 

Цього ніколи не буде! 


Катування в Україні 


Надія Шерстюк 

(Радіо Свобода)- Нещодавно у Києві відбувся міжнародний 
семінар "Європейські стандарти стосовно запобігання катуванням 
і жорстокому поводженню та вдосконалення українського 
законодавства". Питання, що порушувались на семінарі, і коло 
запрошених доповідачів засвідчили, наскільки актуальною для 
України є проблема застосування тортур. 

Представники Єврокомітету з питань запобігання катуванням 
неодноразово зазначали, що в Україні зафіксовані численні випадки 
застосування тортур в СІЗО та ізоляторах тимчасового тримання, 
а також катування і нелюдське поводження з підозрюваними під 
час попереднього слідства. За словами експерта РЄ Марка Келлі, 
члени Комітету проти катувань приїжджали в Україну тричі (у 
1998, 1999 і 2000 роках), і після кожного відвідування країни 
складали звіт про умови тримання ув'язнених і ставлення до 
них правоохоронців. Жодний з цих звітів Україна і досі не 
опублікувала, а відтак проігнорувала рекомендації Єврокомітету. 
Подібна ситуація спостерігається лише в РФ і Албанії. Проте, 
як стверджує Марк Келлі, в Україні відбулася низка позитивних 
зрушень у напрямку запобігання тортурам і нелюдському 
поводженню. Перше і найголовніше - це скасування смертної 
кари, як антигуманного заходу, і впровадження пожиттєвого 
ув'язнення. По-друге, український парламент ратифікував Її 2 
протоколи до Європейської конвенції по запобіганню тортурам. 
В новому Кримінальному кодексі тортури кваліфікуються як 
окремий склад злочину. При Міністерстві внутрішніх справ був 
створений Держдепартамент з питань виконання покарань, який 
згодом став окремим органом виконавчої влади. 

Разом з тим, як зауважують українські правозахисники, кількість 
повідомлень про застосування тортур в правоохоронних органах 
під час дізнання і попереднього слідства значно зросла. Крім 
цього, ще досі відсутня система незалежного розслідування скарг 
на жорстоке поводження співробітників органів внутрішніх справ. 
Судовий контроль за діяльністю правоохоронних органів є недієвим, 
а громадський контроль так само залишається слабким. За 
повідомленням Харківської правозахисної групи, у квітні 1999 
року мешканеця міста Красний Луч Володимира Водолазова 
було арештовано і доставлено в міський відділ внутрішніх справ. 
Там же він помер під час допиту. Висновок судмедекспертизи- 
серцева недостатність. Втім, за словами родичів, на тілі були 
сліди жорстокого побиття. За фактом смерті Володимира 
Водолазова, було порушено кримінальну справу, однак близьким 
нічого не відомо про хід слідства і його результати. За цим та 
низкою інших фактів українські правозахисники відправили понад 
20 скарг у різні наглядові інстанції. Реакція відсутня. 

Як стверджують члени Харківської правозахисної групи, для 
поліпшення ситуації необхідно, зокрема, ухвалити новий 
Кримінально-процесуальний кодекс, який гарантує право на захист 
на усіх стадіях кримінального процесу і законодавчо заборонити 
суду використовувати в якості доказів свідчення, "вибиті" під 


час тортур. 
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Parliamentary campaign) 2 Eastern Catholic 
to start January 1 


(JF Monitor)—Ukraine’s election law saga — four 
presidential vetoes on draft election laws since the be- 
ginning of the year — may be close to an end. 

On Oct. 17, President Leonid Kuchma and parlia- 
mentary leaders reportedly reached a compromise, ac- 
cording to which the official election campaign will be 
shortened and the number of parties participating in 
constituency commissions increased. 

On Oct. 18, the Verkhovna Rada (parliament) passed, 
by a vote of 234 to 123 with 79 abstentions, relevant 
amendments to its legislation. The Communists, the 
Socialists and the radical anti-presidential Fatherland 
of Yulia Tymoshenko were among those who refused 
to back the amendments. 

According to one amendment, the official campaign 
will begin 90 days before the scheduled vote day of 
March 31, 2002, that is, on January 1. The Rada had 
proposed 170 days, but the president insisted on 90. A 
shorter campaign should benefit the well-established 
and well-funded pro-presidential parties. Having ac- 
cess to Ukraine’s mass media, most of which are either 
state-run or controlled by the oligarchs, these groups 
are already advertising themselves nationwide. A 
shorter campaign means less time for poorer and smaller 
parties to canvass potential supporters and to uncover 
manipulations. У 

То compensate for a shorter campaign, the Rada 
passed an amendment changing the requirement for 
electoral registration for both candidates in single-seat 
constituencies and for parties and blocs in the nation- 
wide constituency. Under the old law, registration 
hinged on a candidate’s or party’s ability to collect the 
signatures of 500,000 supporters. 

Under the new one, it takes cash, pure and simple. 
Parties and political blocs will have to submit a sum 
equaling 15,000 untaxed minimum official wages 
(some US$47,000) each to the Central Electoral Com- 


Kuchma signs election bill 


(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma has signed into 
law a bill on parliamentary elections that was passed 
by the parliament earlier this month, Interfax reported 
on Oct. 30, quoting presidential spokesman Thor 
Storozhuk. 

Storozhuk told journalists that Kuchma simultaneously 
asked the parliament “to urgently introduce a number 
of amendments” to the bill in order to hold next year’s 
parliamentary election “with full observance of 
Ukraine’s Constitution and legislation.” 

In particular, Kuchma proposed to change the proce- 
dure for forming precinct election commissions and 
cancel the clause banning the participation in elections 
of parties that were set up less than one year before the 
election date. 


mission (CEC). Individual candidates will have to sub- 
mit 60 minimum wages (some US$190) each. Com- 
munists and Socialists claim that their candidates are 
too poor to come up with such sums. Their opponents 
argue that signature collection is more costly. 

The second key amendment pertains to constituency 
electoral commissions. Not only the parties that gained 
parliamentary seats in the previous elections, but also 
those that were able to form factions in parliament af- 
ter the elections, will form the electoral commissions 
in constituencies. Thus the list of parties forming ev- 
ery constituency electoral commission is likely to have 
some representation from: 

First, those representing the right wing — two 
Rukhs and the Reforms and Order Party; 

e Second, those representing the centre — Labour 
Ukraine of the Dnipropetrovsk elite, the People’s 
Democratic Party, the Party of Regions of the Donetsk 
elite, and the Democratic Union of Kuchma’s former 
key aide Oleksandr Volkoy; 

e Third, the populists from Fatherland, former banker 
Mykhaylo Brodsky’s Yabluko and former Premier 
Pavlo Lazarenko’s Hromada; 

¢ fourth, those representing the left-centre — choco- 
late magnate Petro Poroshenko’s Solidarity and First 
Deputy Speaker Viktor Medvedchuk’s United Social 
Democrats; 

e Fifth, on its own, the Green Party; and, 

e Sixth, those representing the left wing — the Com- 
munists, the Socialists, the Peasants Party and the Pro- 
gressive Socialists. 

To make the formation process of the constituencies 
more democratic, the amendment allows for other par- 
ties to participate as well. It is physically impossible to 
include representatives from each of Ukraine’s 120 or 
50 parties in every commission. Thus representatives 
of the parties which neither won the previous elections 
nor are represented in the Rada will draw lots in the 
CEC to distribute seats on the commissions between 
them. 

The amended law will come into effect if Kuchma 
signs it. Ukrainian politicians have been optimistic 
about this in their comments, but doubts remain. In 
vetoing previous bills, Kuchma insisted that the role of 
political parties in the elections should be decreased, 
arguing that they do not represent society. Yet the new 
provision on the formation of constituency commis- 
sions apparently makes parties even more prominent 
in the campaign. 

Finally, not all major parties are satisfied with the 
new amendments. The Socialists have threatened to 
appeal in the Constitutional Court against the replace- 
ment of signature collection with money deposits. They 
say that the signature collection was an important ele- 
ment in their canvassing strategy. 


Rada queries top officials about tapes 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s parlia- 
ment on October 17 questioned the 
head of the Council of National Se- 
curity and Defense, the Security 
Service chief, and the prosecutor- 
general about their reactions to a 
recent request made by former 
presidential bodyguard Mykola 
Melnychenko, who made secret 
audio recordings in President Le- 


Melnychenko alleges that his re- 
cordings contain not only state se- Spain, Turkey, and some other coun- 
crets of Ukraine, but also of Russia, tri 
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leaders talk about 
unity with Orthodox 


(Zenit.org)}—Two Eastern-rite Catholic leaders hope their communities 
will be a bridge of unity between the Roman and Orthodox Churches. But 
they showed different degrees of optimism on how fast that will happen. 

Gregory III Laham, patriarch of Antioch of the Greek-Melkites, and 
Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, archbishop major of Lviv met with journalists 
Oct. 23 to explain their Churches’ situation and eventual steps that might 
be taken after the Synod of Bishops, which finished Oct. 27. 

Patriarch Gregory, whose see is in Damascus, was pleased with the 
welcome given by the synod to Eastern-rite Catholics (who have the same 
origin as the Orthodox, but are in communion with Rome), and noted a 
certain willingness “to listen to the voice of this little Eastern flock.” 

The issue of the relations between the Catholic and Orthodox Churches 
has been addressed at the synod. John Paul II has promoted the ties. 

Gregory Ш announced that he wrote a letter, which was distributed to 
the synod participants, in which he proposed the reinforcement of rela- 
tions between Middle Eastern Catholic Churches, and those of Eastern 
Europe and India, for the purpose of full unity with Rome. 

“The synod does not end in Rome; we wish to walk together in the third 
millennium,” the patriarch said. 

Cardinal Husar, who must contend with Moscow’s Orthodox Patriarch 
Alexy II, was somewhat pessimistic. The “step from the ear to the heart 
might take longer and be more difficult than imagined,” the Ukrainian 
cardinal cautioned. Й 

The cardinal said he was disappointed “by the position of the patriarch 
of Moscow, who continues to speak of the ‘Uniates’ — a pejorative term 
used by Orthodox, who refer to Eastern-rite Catholics as а ‘problem.’” 

In fact, the Russian patriarch was categorically opposed to the papal 
visit to Ukraine last June. 

According to the Ukrainian cardinal, “the closer we get to a solution of 
the problem between the Catholic Church and the Orthodox, the more 
excuses are found not to come to an agreement. Patriarch Alexy accuses 
Eastern-rite Catholics of using violence against Orthodox, but we are not 
aware of any such case.” 

“Because of this, we have asked him to point out at least one such case, 
but he has not given us an answer,” the cardinal concluded. 

Gregory III reported on progress in “the dialogue between patriarchs 
and the Pope, which is developing very well,” and recalled that “in 1998 
the Holy Father received all the patriarchs of the Middle East in audi- 
ence.” On that occasion, the Pontiff asked for support to have his Petrine 
ministry better understood. 

The patriarchs responded by preparing a 20-page document, including 
proposals to develop relations between patriarchal Churches and the Ap- 
ostolic See. The Holy Father said the document would be “studied with 
special care.” 

As John Paul II states in his encyclical “Ut Unum Sint,” the papal min- 
istry is a critical point for progress in the ecumenical dialogue. The Pon- 
tiff himself initiated a debate with the other Churches to find ways to 
apply his ministry, which might be accepted by the Orthodox, but without 
undermining Christ’s mandate to his Apostle Peter. 

Gregory ШІ announced that a conference of Eastern Catholic Churches 
will be held Nov. 19-23 in Rome, organized by the Oriental Institute. 


Transdniester leader visits Kyiv 


(RFE/RL)—Igor Smirnov, the leader of Moldova’s Transdniester 
breakaway region, met with Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma in Kyiv 
on Oct. 22, Interfax reported.“In particular, the presidents of both coun- 
tries discussed relations between Ukraine and Transdniester in the energy, 
transport, and humanitarian spheres. Considerable attention was paid to 
the situation at the Transdniester-Ukraine border as well as to customs 
issues,” Interfax quoted a Transdniester official as saying. The meeting 
followed the previous week’s visit by Ukrainian Premier Anatoliy Kinakh 
to Chisinau, where Moldova and Ukraine failed to sign an agreement 


- deficiencies such as vitamins, 
minerals, enzymes, hormones 

- chemical sensitivities 

- allergies 

- heavy metal presence 

- mercury intoxication, yeasts, molds, 
parasites depression 

- vaccination stress 

- chronic fatigue 


points on the fingers or toes, helping 
us to thereby discover possible 
clues to our health concerns. 


“HOW des t 


level electrical canal which runs 


onid Kuchma’s office in 2000, 
Interfax reported. 

The previous week, Melnychenko 
asked Ukraine’s leadership to con- 
firm that his recordings contain state 
secrets in order to prevent those se- 
crets from being leaked. 

Melnychenko explained that he 
has received an official demand 
from the U.S. Justice Department to 
hand over all the recordings he made 
in Kuchma’s office. 

Melnychenko asked Kuchma and 
top Ukrainian officials to meet him 
and listen to the tapes together to 
determine what material is confiden- 
tial. 


PROBLEMS 
TAKING 
A BITE 
OUT OF 


all to book you 


YOUR LIFE? 


health condition. 


The Vegatest is based on an 
electropuncture screening method 
which utilizes a galvanometer 
designed to register the skin’s 
electrical resistance at a designed 
acupuncture point. The Vega test 
was developed by a German Medical 
Doctor Helmut Schimmel. He found 
that the body has a measurable 
energetic field that is directly related 


in our health. The technique measures 


the energetic output from various 


appointment today 


through an electrode held in one of 
the client's hands. The 
electromagnetic pulses travel 
through the clients’ body and are 
measured by the technician with the 
aid of the hand - held measuring 
stylus. The stylus is placed in an 
acupuncture point on the end of the 
client’s finger or toe. 
“What informatio! 


| VEGATEST pro 


The Vega test can provide very 
specific information about our body's 
condition: 


on'can the’ 


your healt 


- psychological stress 

- fibromyalgia а 

- dental material electromagnetic 
compatibility 


1 
The Vega test can also determine 
the severity of a present health 
condition and provide information on 
an appropriate dosage for any 
recommended supplements and 
homeopathies, effectiveness of any 
remedies can also be determined. 
The Vega test is able to determine 
the electromagnetic compatibility of 
any dental materials you dentist may 
require to replace mercury filling. 


h concerns. 


a Np 


Ukrainian Мем/з/Українські Вісті, October 31 


- November 13, 31 Жовтня - 13 Листопада, 2001 


Rimi continues to hold up border demarcation with Ukraine 


By Taras Kuzio 

(RFE/RL)—Four and a half years after Ukraine and Rus- 
sia signed a treaty in Kyiv and 2 1/2 years after both houses 
of the Russian parliament ratified that treaty, the border ques- 
tion continues to bedevil both countries. While Russia agrees 
to the delimitation on maps of the former Soviet internal ad- 
ministrative frontier between itself and Ukraine. 97 percent 
of which is done, it continues its decade-long opposition to 
its demarcation. 

Ukraine and Russia continue to hold opposing views as to 
how the border should be defined. The Ukrainian side be- 
lieves that the border should be the same as any other inter- 
national border where delimitation on maps is followed by 
physical demarcation by natural objects or signs arranged at 
regular intervals. Such an arrangement would be very differ- 
ent to that which continues to exist on Ukraine’s Western 
border, where Kyiv inherited Soviet-style watchtowers and 
barbed wire. 

Russia, in contrast, continues to insist that borders within 
the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) should be 
divided into “internal” and “external” ones. CIS “internal” 
frontiers are in effect the same as those that existed in the 
USSR, except that they may be now delimited on maps for 
greater clarity. “External” frontiers represent former Soviet 
external borders. 

These opposing views on borders reflect different under- 
standings of nation-building and identity within Russia and 
Ukraine. Since the Declaration of Sovereignty in July 1990, 
nation-building in Ukraine has always been understood to 
consider borders — wherever they might be — as integral to 
a country’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, and as a na- 
tional symbol. Ukraine has therefore not signed the majority 
of border agreements adopted by CIS structures. 

Russia has always remained confused as to whether it is 
building a nation-state, which would lead to Moscow having 
similar views on borders to Ukraine, or whether it understands 
the CIS to be the successor to the USSR so that the CIS, like 
the USSR, would have no need for demarcated borders be- 
tween “fraternal” republics. Such a view is accepted by 
Russophile states within the CIS, such as Belarus and 
Kazakhstan. This view of borders within the CIS follows from 
Russia’s view of the CIS as a “Near Abroad,” whose mem- 
bers enjoy greater sovereignty than they did as soviet social- 
ist republics, but less independence than the states of the “Far 
Abroad.” 

The Ukrainian position became confused itself on July 17 
when Oleksandr Kupchyshyn, the director of the Treaty and 
Legal Department of the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry, stated 
that demarcation would not be necessary because this would 
violate the “historic traditions of living together and coexist- 
ence of our countries and nations.” This sounded suspiciously 
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Analysis 


The Russian-Ukrainian border has even 
more importance for European security in 
the wake of the international concern over 
terrorism following the Sept. 11 terrorist 
acts on the United States. Ninety percent 
of illegal migrants and two-thirds of con- 
traband, including narcotics and weapons, 
enter Ukraine from Russia. A demarcated 
border with Russia has therefore 
importance not only for Ukraine, but for a 
soon-to-be expanded EU. 


similar to that of the Russian Foreign Ministry position out- 
lined exactly a month later that rejected demarcation because 
the Russian-Ukrainian border “should be one of friendship, 
accord, and communication, uniting rather than separating 
our two nations.” 

The Ukrainian media reported that Kupchyshyn was offi- 
cially reprimanded for his statement. Support for demarca- 
tion into a fully fledged international border with Russia was 
again restated as the official view by Ukrainian Foreign Min- 
ister Anatoliy Zlenko and State Secretary Yuriy Serheyev. 
Зегпеуєу, the president’s representative in the Foreign Min- 
istry, confirmed that Ukraine’s approach to borders remains 
delimitation through protocols and separate agreements on 
maps, followed by demarcation with special signs or bound- 
ary posts, and finally, agreeing to a border regime. Explain- 
ing this position to Russia, Serheyev said it “coincides with 
our constitution,” conforms to the “national will,” and “fully 
corresponds to the standards of international law.” 

In a recent opinion poll among foreign policy elites by the 
Center for Peace, Conversion, and Foreign Policy of Ukraine 
(CPCFPU), a Kyiv-based think tank with close links to the 
Ukrainian Foreign Ministry, 87.5 percent supported a demar- 
cated border with Russia, and 53.1 percent believed the lack 
of demarcation prevents Ukraine from integration into Eu- 
rope. Meanwhile, 59.4 percent felt the lack of demarcation 
forced Ukraine’s Western neighbors to introduce visas on 
Ukrainians, and another 56.3 percent thought it contributes 
to illegal migration, organized crime, and contraband. 


Ukraine placed border troops on its 2,292-kilometre Rus- 
sian border in January 1993, and eight years on its status still 
continues to differ from that on Ukraine’s Western (former 
Soviet) borders. Although delimitation on land will be com- 
pleted this year, Russia’s position on the Sea of Azov, the 
Kerch Strait, and the Black Sea are again influenced by na- 
tional identity considerations. Non-Russian former Soviet 
republics, such as Ukraine, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, and 
Kazakhstan, view the Sea of Azov, Kerch Strait, and Caspian 
Sea as international waterways that should be delimited into 
country sectors with exclusive economic zones. Russia 
(backed by Iran in the Caspian) disagrees, with the Soviet 
legacy continuing to influence its attitude that they should 
remain “internal seas” as in the USSR. 

Besides national identity, the CPCFPU points to three stra- 
tegic motives for Russia’s rejection of border demarcation. 
Firstly, the continuation of Soviet internal administrative fron- 
tiers in the form of “internal” CIS borders would allow Rus- 
Sia to continue to exert influence and apply pressure on other 
CIS states. Secondly, a nondemarcated border would prolong 
the confusion surrounding energy deliveries to Ukraine as 
until now Russia has refused Ukrainian requests to sell gas at 
the border where meters would be installed so it would be 
clear as to exactly how much Ukraine imports. Thirdly, Rus- 
sia has always had irrational fears that Ukraine will slip away 
from its sphere of influence by integrating with the EU and 
NATO (it was not a coincidence that the May 1997 treaty 
was signed only two months prior to the Madrid NATO sum- 
mit). Unresolved borders would prevent Ukraine’s integra- 
tion westward as the resolution of border questions is a pre- 
requisite for membership in the EU and NATO. The CPCFPU 
therefore argues that accepting Russia’s position (as 
Kupchyshyn briefly did) would, “cast doubts on the realiza- 
tion of Ukraine’s European choice.” 

The Russian-Ukrainian border has even more importance 
for European security in the wake of the international con- 
cern over terrorism following the Sept. 11 terrorist acts on 
the United States. Ninety percent of illegal migrants and two- 
thirds of contraband, including narcotics and weapons, enter 
Ukraine from Russia. A demarcated border with Russia has 
therefore importance not only for Ukraine, but for a soon-to- 
be expanded EU. Support for the demarcation of Ukraine’s 
eastern border and improving security on it came during a 
June meeting between Prime Minister Anatoliy Kinakh and 
the EU’s Security Chief, Xavier Solana, who has promised 
EU funds for improving security on the Russian- Ukrainian 
border. Obviously though, funds can only be provided if the 
border is demarcated, and to date Russia shows no sign of 
softening its opposition to doing so. 


Taras Kuzio is a research associate at the Centre for Interna- 
tional and Security Studies, York University. 


Tymoshenko struggles against the odds 


(JF Monitor)—On Oct. 19, Yulia Tymoshenko, 
Ukraine’s former deputy prime minister for energy and 
current harsh critic of the government, gathered the 
public organizations supporting her bloc, National Sal- 
vation Forum (NSF), in Kyiv. 

The meeting was designed to be a demonstration of 
force of the NSF, which claims to be the only nonleftist 
radical opposition to President Leonid Kuchma. 

The NSF, a broad umbrella behind the popular anti- 
Kuchma protests early this year, has since turned into 
Tymoshenko’s personal electoral tool, other popular 
politicians distancing themselves from it for either lack 
of trust in Tymoshenko or fear of reprisals. 

If Tymoshenko wanted to impress Ukraine with sheer 
numbers of followers, she did not succeed. It was an- 
nounced that over 2,000 delegates representing 506 
public organizations were present (the meeting was not 
meant for political parties). 

But only about 15 of those reportedly had nation- 
wide status. The rest were no more than small groups 
or regional branches of bigger organizations. The mot- 
ley crowd included such exotic organizations as the 
Union of Deceived Depositors and Shareholders and 
the Association of Homeless Officers, to mention just 
а few. The Independent Union of Coal Miners (UCM) 
and the Anti-Mafia group deserve mentioning as orga- 
nizations known to the Ukrainian public. 

Yet the IUCM, which was behind the impressive 
mining strikes of 1995-1996, is now on the verge of a 
break-up, and Anti-Mafia remains essentially a closed 
club of opposition-minded former KGB officers. 

Tymoshenko used the occasion to deliver a statement, 
which was interpreted by many as the first public dec- 
laration of her presidential aspirations. 

“Vote for the person who you want to become the 
next Ukrainian president,” she told the gathering. It may 


well be too early for such declarations, given that the 
next presidential elections are scheduled for 2004. 

Tymoshenko’s ambitions aside, the NSF obviously 
has problems with its parliamentary election campaign. 
It is still far from becoming the broad coalition of the 
non-Communist opposition Tymoshenko would like it 
to be. Her former boss, ex-Premier Viktor Yushchenko, 
refused to take the NSF under his wing. 

Tymoshenko may now also be losing her key ally, 
Socialist Party leader Oleksandr Moroz. A month ago, 
she was quoted as saying that there would be no union 
with Moroz if a broad coalition with Yushchenko failed. 
Now that a coalition with Yushchenko is out of the 
question, Tymoshenko apparently wants Moroz back. 
On Oct. 19, she announced that Moroz had agreed to 
join the National Salvation Forum. Yet there has been 
no confirmation from Moroz himself so far. 

Meanwhile, presidential forces are chopping at 
Tymoshenko’s party, Fatherland. On Oct. 18, the Fa- 
therland branch in Donetsk, Ukraine’s most densely 
populated region, announced that it was seceding from 
the NSF and joining the presidential bloc United 
Ukraine. 

Donetsk is the stronghold of informal leader of 
United Ukraine, Mykola Azarov, who also happens to 
be chief of the omnipotent State Tax Administration. 
It is therefore not difficult to guess who might have 
been behind the Donetsk secession. 

Fatherland also stands to lose the budget committee 
in parliament — the only committee it still controls. 
Azarov’s Ukrainian Regions faction and the United 
Social Democrats have gathered 156 signatures in par- 
liament to back the draft motion to dismiss the 
committee’s chairman, Oleksandr Turchynov. This is 
enough to introduce this motion on the agenda. 
Turchynov is Tymoshenko’s right hand in Fatherland. 
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American connection may consolidate GUUAM 


GF Monitor)—The world after Sept. 11 offers an added 
raison d’etre to the countries in the GUUAM group of Geor- 
gia, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan and Moldova. 

Almost overnight, one member country — Uzbekistan — 
has become a de facto ally of the United States militarily and 
diplomatically. Once the antiterrorism operation in Afghani- 
stan is completed, Uzbekistan will likely continue hosting 
American troops and enter also into close economic relations 
with the United States. 

Georgia and Azerbaijan also aspire to develop de facto al- 
liance relationships with the United States, and Ukraine is 
cultivating its distinctive parmership with NATO. These bi- 
lateral trends are to be seen in conjunction with Washington’s 
political support for GUUAM collectively and for its institu- 
tionalization, as expressed, for example, in Deputy Secretary 
of State Richard Armitage’s public statement on the occasion 
of GUUAM’s summit in Ukraine. All this creates new politi- 
cal opportunities for GUUAM to develop as a group, one 
common denominator of which is the American connection 
of the member countries. 

In the post-September 11 geopolitics, Ukraine, Georgia and 
Azerbaijan form the shortest route from NATO Europe to 
Uzbekistan and Afghanistan, where the American-led forces 
need to be supplied by air today, and perhaps also overland 
tomorrow. According to recent press disclosures, an air sup- 
ply route for humanitarian relief to Afghanistan runs from 
the American air base at Ramstein in Germany, over Ukraine, 
the Black Sea, Georgia, Azerbaijan, the Caspian Sea and 
Turkmenistan to Uzbekistan and on to Afghanistan. On this 


route, the U.S. Air Force C-17 cargo planes are being escorted 
by American fighter jets. 

This necessary protection inevitably blurs the distinction, 
which some countries have sought to draw, between civilian 
and military overflight rights. While Russia seems to insist 
on making that distinction, Turkmenistan apparently does not 
enforce it. Should it do so, Kazakhstan can provide a connec- 
tion between Uzbekistan and the rest of GUUAM. Kazakh 
President Nursultan Nazarbaev was among the first heads of 
state to offer both civilian and military overflight rights to 
the United States after Sept. 11. 

Ukraine granted such rights for U.S. military transport planes 
by a decision of the National Security and Defense Council 
and a decree of President Leonid Kuchma, both dated Sept. 
24. Subsequently, in cooperation with the U.S. military attache’s 
office, Ukraine earmarked a number of airfields at which 
American planes may land in “unforeseen situations.” Kuchma 
has also publicly offered to supply arms to Uzbekistan. At least 
one telephone conversation between Kuchma and President 
Islam Karimov registered — according to the official press 
release — “the presidents’ consensus to develop cooperation 
and political consultations within GUUAM.” 

From day one of the antiterrorist operation, Georgie made 
its airspace and land infrastructure available to the U.S. and 
allied forces. In Moscow, the Foreign Affairs Ministry ac- 
cused Georgia of practicing double standards. The Russian 


statement asked rhetorically why Georgia is hospitable 0 


Western forces if, at the same time, Tbilisi seeks the removal 
of Russian forces from the country. President Eduard 


Shevardnadze, who visited the United States earlier this 
month, declared in Tbilisi afterward that “Georgia would pro- 
vide America with any form of support within Georgia’s 
means to combat terrorism. Joint operations are not ruled out.” 

Recently, Georgian Defense Minister Davit Tevzadze let it 
be known informally that he had written to U.S. Defense Sec- 
retary Donald Rumsfeld, offering to send a Georgian squad 
trained for mountain warfare in support of possible US. 
ground operations in Afghanistan. Azerbaijan is also firmly 
if quietly supporting the American-led campaign. On Oct. 
15, American Secretary of State Colin Powell confirmed that 
Azerbaijan “has granted the U.S. overflight rights [and] the 
use of its air bases, and has provided critical intelligence co- 
operation.” 

In late October, U.S. Air Force Hercules transport planes 
have repeatedly been spotted, occasionally in pairs, on refu- 
eling stops in Azerbaijan, en route to Central Asia. Accord- 
ing to Novruz Mamedoy, head of President Haidar Aliev’s 
foreign policy staff, the U.S. planes carry “both humanitarian 
aid and equipment for the antiterrorist operation in Afghani- 
stan” — a veiled reference to military equipment. 

Meanwhile, Moldova continues acting as GUUAM’s little 
odd man out. It seems also out of synch with events, out of 
touch with its natural partners, and out of clues as to how to 
use emerging opportunities. The country’s new foreign af- 
fairs minister, Nicolae Dudau, a veteran apparatchik, happens 
to be a former ambassador to Uzbekistan. He now has an 
Opportunity to capitalize on that connection in the interest of 
Moldova’s international standing and of GUUAM as a group. 


New faces 


СЕ Monitor)—Ukraine’s most 
popular politician, former Premier 
Viktor Yushchenko, is near to final- 
izing his Our Ukraine bloc in prepa- 
ration for the parliamentary elec- 
tions scheduled for March 2002. 

On Oct. 8, representatives of six 
parties signed a formal agreement 
establishing the bloc. Among them 
were Reforms and Order, the Lib- 
eral Party, Solidarity, the Rural 
Democratic Party, the Christian 
Popular Union and the two arms of 
the former Rukh (the similarly 
named People’s Movement of 
Ukraine and Ukrainian People’s 
Movement). Yushchenko said that 
he would keep the doors open for 
all other parties “working in 
Ukraine’s national interest,” but ap- 
parently not too wide and not for too 
long. Pragmatic considerations de- 
mand some selectivity. 

The line is long at the Our Ukraine 
door. According to various polls, 
only the Communists can compete 
with it in popularity. One right-wing 
group conspicuous by its absence at 
the signing of the Oct. 8 agreement 
was the Congress of Ukrainian Na- 
tionalists (CUN). At the top of that 
group’s agenda is denial of every- 
thing Russian, which poses a prob- 
lem in Ukraine’s densely populated 
east and southeast, home to the ma- 
jority of the country’s 10 or so mil- 
lion ethnic Russians. The vote from 
that area is crucial to Yushchenko, 
who hopes to become a leader on a 
national scale. 

But CUN risks slipping into po- 
litical oblivion without Yushchenko. 
CUN leader Slava Stetsko admitted 


Kyiv, Prague disagree 
on size of debt 
(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Foreign 
Minister Anatoliy Zlenko and his 
Czech counterpart Jan Kavan held 
talks in Kyiv on Oct. 22. Kavan 
urged Kyiv to repay its Soviet-era 
debt to the Czech Republic, which 
dates back to a construction accord 
in 1985. Kavan said the debt should 
have been repaid by the end of 2000. 
“Depending on the dollar-hryvnya 
exchange rate to be used in calcula- 
tions, we think Ukraine’s debt 
amounts to (US) $200-220 million,” 
STB television quoted Kavan as 
saying. Meanwhile, Zlenko said the 
debt stands at $79.8 million, adding 
that Kyiv is going to pay it with 

commodities and gas supplies 


т 


in a recent newspaper interview that 
her party, standing alone, may not 
even qualify to participate in the 
elections. On Oct. 18, Stetsko re- 
portedly reached a political agree- 
ment with Yushchenko, but the for- 
mat of CUN’s participation in Our 
Ukraine remains to be clarified. 

Another question mark is the pro- 
presidential Liberal Party (LPU). 
Many an eyebrow was raised at the 
prospect of its participation in Our 
Ukraine. LPU is small, but its leader, 
Volodymyr Shcherban, is the gov- 
егпог of a key Northern industrial 
region, Sumy. Those votes would 
therefore be a certainty for the bloc. 

The drawback, however, is that 
Shcherban’s voice was among those 
allegedly recorded last year in the 
presidential office by President Le- 
onid Kuchma’s former bodyguard, 
Mykola Melnychenko. Publication 
of several of those records ignited 
what might be the worst of 
Ukraine’s many political scandals 
late last year. If the authenticity of 
Melnychenko’s tapes were proven, 
Yushchenko’s rivals would have 
grounds to accuse him of associa- 
tion with a corrupt official. 

But, as it turns out, Yushchenko 
has nothing to fear in this respect. 
On Oct. 13 the LPU governing body 
announced that it would join the 
presidential bloc United Ukraine 
instead. The participation of Solidar- 
ity in Our Ukraine means that 
United Ukraine’s largest party, state 
tax administration chief Mykola 
Azarov’s Party of Regions (UPR), 
is losing its left wing and one of its 
two factions in the Rada. Solidarity 
formally joined UPR early this year, 
but its leader, chocolate magnate 
Petro Poroshenko, has de facto con- 
ducted independent policies, and his 
faction in parliament remained in- 
dependent from the UPR. 
Solidarity’s “divorce” from the UPR 
is now apparently only a matter of 
time. Thus Yushchenko’s tactics of 
chopping at the centrist camp is now 
bearing its first fruit. 

On Oct. 18, Poroshenko was ap- 
pointed head of Yushchenko’s elec- 
tion headquarters — a position ini- 
tially assigned to Roman 
Bezsmertny, President Leonid 
Kuchma’s permanent representative 
in the Rada. Bezsmertny moved to 
another key position in Our Ukraine, 
that of the political coordinator for 
negotiations with more parties striv- 
ing for membership in Yushchenko’s 


bloc. The fact that Kuchma’s right 
hand in the Rada will be responsible 
for the formation of Our Ukraine is 
a strong indication that Kuchma is 
pulling the strings of Our Ukraine. 

Two other signatories to the Oc- 
tober 8 agreement, the Rural Demo- 
cratic Party (RDP) and the Christian 
Popular Union (CPU) are tiny, but 
— as parties with distinct ideologi- 
cal preferences — they may add le- 
gitimacy to Our Ukraine’s claim to 
represent the whole nation. The 
CPU are close in their views to the 
Christian Democrats in Europe. The 
RDP is a populist party oriented to- 
wards rural dwellers in West 
Ukraine. 


“Our Ukraine’”’ | Moroz rules out alliance 


with Yushchenko 


(BBC Monitoring Service/UNIAN)—The parties which have joined the 
Our Ukraine bloc of [former Prime Minister, reformist] Viktor Yushchenko 
are ideological opponents of the Socialist Party of Ukraine, its leader 
Oleksandr Moroz said at the ninth congress of the Socialist Part, Oct. 26. 
According to Moroz, Yushchenko, who enjoys considerable voters’ trust, 
relies on the support of parties which “had become notorious for worm- 
ing their way into power”. He said: “These parties, which were supposed 
to be national democratic by definition, have done their utmost to ruin the 
staples of democracy in Ukraine.” According to Moroz, the leaders of 
these political parties have chosen the humiliating role of the so-called 
constructive opposition and serving the [ruling] regime. Moroz believes 
that even if Yushchenko succeeds in uniting this political wing, “it is un- 
clear where it will lead him”. Moroz believes that there are no grounds 
now for saying that the conformist attitude of this movement will change 
with the arrival of Viktor Yushchenko 


CELEBRATE THE SPIRIT OF MALANKA 
IN THE HEART OF THE CANADIAN ROCKIES. 


An unforgettable malanka celebration awaits you and your family at The Fairmont Jasper 


Park Lodge. Rejoice with the merry dancing of the Vohon Ukrainian Dance Ensemble 
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Winnipeg hosts symposium on Ukrainian avant-garde art 


By Dr. Roman Yereniuk 

On the occasion of the major art 
exhibit entitled “The Phenomenon 
of the Ukrainian Avante-Garde 
1910-1935” at the Winnipeg Art 
Gallery (running from Oct. 10.2001 
to Jan. 13, 2002), a one day Sympo- 
sium was organized through the 
joint efforts of St. Andrew’s College 
in Winnipeg, the Department of 
German and Slavic Studies at the 
University of Manitoba and the Cen- 
tre for Ukrainian Canadian Studies, 
also at the U of M. The symposium 
was held on Oct 13with an atten- 
dance of some 40 art lovers at St. 
Andrew’s College. The exhibit had 
been opened three days earlier on 
Oct. 10 by the Lieutenant Governor 
of Manitoba, Peter Liba (of Ukrai- 
nian Canadian ancestry). 

The symposium brought together 
art specialists and educators as well 
as community members to celebrate 
the art phenomenon of the Ukrainian 
Avante-Garde. The morning session 
was devoted to four specialized pre- 
sentations while the afternoon re- 
volved around a round table with 
three invited guests. The morning 
session was chaired by Dr. Vivian 
Olender, Rector of St. Andrew’s 
College. 

The first presenter was Dr. Oliver 
Botar, professor of the School of Art 
at the U of M. He spoke on the theme 
of “Western and Eastern Avant- 
Gardes”. Initially he compared the 
avante-garde art in the two spheres 
and commented on their differences. 
In the west the avante-garde was less 
political and aesthetic, and more in- 
ternational while in the east it was 
more political and aesthetic and 
much more national and celebratory 
in context. To illustrate his thesis, 
he presented a series of slides of rep- 
resentative avante-garde art works 
of the west to compare to the art 
pieces in the exhibit from Ukraine. 
Many present saw parallels as well 
as differences in the art form as por- 
trayed in the two geographic dimen- 

sions. 

Dr. Myroslav Shkandij, Professor 
of Slavic Studies at the U of M pre- 

sented a paper on “Ukrainian Monu- 


mentalist Art” of the 20th century. 
He especially emphasized the key 
figure of the monumentalists, 
Mykhailo Boichuk, and his school 
that had a three stage historical evo- 
lution — Paris, Lviv and then Kyiv. 
He illustrated his presentation with 
slides and provided documentation 
on some of the less know works of 
the 55 known artists (such as Vasyl 
Sedliar, Moisei Fradkin, Oksana 
Pavlenko, Antonina Ivanova, and 
Sofia Nalepinska-Boichuk) identi- 
fied with the Boichuk Monumen- 
talist School. Boichuk and his 
school were “at odds with the So- 
viet regime in the later 1920’s, and 
thus came under severe attacks. 
Later, by 1937, many had been ar- 
rested and executed including 
Boichuk himself. Their emphasis on 
the folk tradition and influenced by 
Byzantine iconography saw the rec- 
reation of the stylistic medium of 
frescoes. This strong historical and 
Ukrainian underpinning to their art 
was not accepted by the Soviet so- 
cial-realist art philosophy and even- 
tually much of it was destroyed. For- 
tunately, presently there is a process 
in place to rediscover and recon- 
struct the Monumentalist School of 
Ukraine. By coincidence, Prof. 
Shkandrij 15 one of the leaders of this 
contemporary movement and illus- 
trated his work in Ukraine with sev- 
eral anecdotes. 

The next presenter was Jasmina 
Vlaovic, Head Conservator of the 
Winnipeg Art Gallery, who spoke on 
the two and a half year history of 
developing the exhibit. Her presen- 
tation entitled “Bringing the Ukrai- 
nian Avante-Garde to Winnipeg” 
traced the most interesting journey 
of bringing the art to Winnipeg and 
included episodes on the three trips 
the conservers made to Kyiv, the 
state of the art pieces and some of 
the conservation work for the trip, 
the issues of bureaucracy and time 
lags as well as the upgrading of the 
art once it arrived in Canada. The 
art has been stabilized in Canada, 
placed in improved frames and will 
return in new special designed 
crates. Among the interesting epi- 


sodes were the various visits to the 
former KGB offices in Kyiv for the 
viewing of five avante-garde pieces 
of art still kept there since the 
1930’s. The presentation was most 
interesting and fascinating from the 
side of the relations of art galleries 
to each other as well as the bridging 
of the arts world between Canada 
and the new Ukraine. Interestingly 
enough the art pieces will return to 
Ukraine in better condition as a re- 
sult of the dedicated and profes- 
sional work of the art conservers of 
the Winnipeg Art Gallery. This is to 
be considered a gift of the Winnipeg 
Art Gallery to the Kyiv Art Gallery. 

The last morning presenter was 
Dr. Dennis Hlynka who gave a pre- 
sentation of the “Music of the 
Avante-garde Period”. Dr. Hlynka, 
being a professor of educational 
technology, provided the audience 
with musical snippets of the various 
major Ukrainian music composers 
that paralleled the avante-garde era. 
He especially concentrated on the 
music schools of Realism (for ex- 
ample R. Gliere’s “Zaporozhye Cos- 
sacks” -1921 — excerpt from the 
“Letter to the Sultan”), Impression- 
ism (R. Gliere’s “Symphony #3” — 
1911), Primitivism (S. Prokofiev’s 
“Scythian Suite” -1916), Neoro- 
manticism (S. Prokofiev’s “On the 
Dnieper” - 1930, В. Lyatoshynsky’s 
“Symphony #2” — 1936 and V. 
Dukelsky’s “Zephyr et Flore” — 
1925). He ended his presentation by 
playing the piano and illustrating the 
influence of V. Dukelsky (who in 
USA adopted the name Vernon 
Duke) on jazz composer George 
Gershwin and his rare rendition of 
“Cossack Love Song” from 1925, 
based on the melodic line from 
“Ikhav Kozak za Dunayem”. The 
musical parallelism between art and 
music were quite remarkable. 

The morning session ended with 
several questions and remarks, how- 
ever the major discussion was trans- 
ferred to the afternoon session. 

The afternoon roundtable session 
was chaired by Dr. Hlynka and fea- 
tured three major commentators: 
Daniel Dell’ Agnese, curatorial staff 


Painting by Bohomazov. 


member from the Winnipeg Art Gal- 
lery, Roman Kowal, Winnipeg art- 
ist and sculptor and Maria Pisichko, 
Visual Arts Instructor at Churchill 
High School. All three had a chance 
to make opening statements on their 
perspective оп'агі generally and the 
exhibit of the Ukrainian Avante- 
Garde. Pisichko commented on the 
importance of the show for art edu- 
cation in the province and generally 
the need to profile higher the arts in 
education. Subsequently a number 
of gusts commented on the peda- 
gogical value of art, including that 
of Ukraine. Kowal, as a senior and 
well respected visual artist talked 
about his art in Canada and com- 
mented on his minor connection to 
the Ukrainian avante-garde. 
Dell’ Agnese spoke about his expe- 
гіепсе in working on the exhibit and 
how his appreciation of Ukrainian 
art was enriched over the past two 
years. This was then followed with 
many remarks, opinions and ideas 
from those present. An interesting 
idea expressed by a number of 
people was that of creating a 
“Friends group” to support further 


art endeavors from Ukraine. 

Generally speaking the Sympo- 
sium was an important contribution 
on the theme of the exhibit and bal- 
ances nicely the other supporting ac- 
tivities of the Winnipeg Art Gallery 
on the occasion of the exhibit (films, 
art for lunch, lectures and music). 

Perhaps several of the most inter- 
esting and complimentary quotes of 
the presenters were those of Prof. O. 
Botar who called the exhibit “rare 
and of high quality with a certain 
artistic sophistication” and Dell 
"Арпезе who commented that upon 
first seeing the art in Kyiv asked 
“where has this collection been that 
art historians do not know about 
it...it is truly a remarkable find!!” 

So now the West as well as the 
Ukrainian Canadian and Ukrainian 
American communities will have an 
opportunity to see this fine collec- 
tion of Ukrainian art and become 
immersed in another chapter of 
Ukrainian cultural history that is per- 
haps not known that well. By the 
way the exhibit will be traveling 
later to Hamilton and Edmonton. 
on a five day visit to Ukraine. 


Виставка рушників від 18 - 20 сторіччя в Едмонтоні 


Благословенство молодят на весіллі. 


14 жовтня, 


Куць зі своїм 


вання. 


рушників, які 


Стефанія Геврик 


Національного Об'єднання в Едмонтоні 
відбулася виставка рушників приватної 
звірки п-ва Люби i Мирослава Куць. 
Їмпозантно прибрана заля УНО при- 
міщувала аж 43 експонати рушників від 
18 - 20 сторіччя, яку збирала Люба 


вже від 1960-тих років по Україні а 
деякі сама вишивала мистецькими склад- 
ними стібами, які вивчила на курсі виши-- 


Голова Організації Українок Канади 
їм. О. Басараб, Люба Бойко-Белл приві - 
тала гостей, представила ініціяторів і 
власників вистави та познайомила публіку 
з рушниковим мистецтвом. 

Виставка мала дуже цікавий характер, 
бо по боках залі виставлені були рушники 
різних областей України з зазначеними 
місцевостями, коли були вишивані та 
до яких ритуалів надавалися, а на сцені 
прибрана українська хата в підготовці 
до весілля. Молода дівчина привітала 
присутніх на залі колачем на рушнику 
а відтак слідували демонстрації ритуалів 
сватання, заручин, весілля з рпиміненням 


вишивала, приготовляючись виходити 
заміж. Гра на бандурі на спів Галини 


в залі Українського 


чоловіком Мирославом 


Заруської ввели глядачів у приємний 
святковий настрій. 

На залі Люба Куць пояснювала поход-- 
ження кожного рушника, якою технікою 
він виконаний, якими кольорами ниток 
та їх символіку і яку ролю відігравав в 
родинних обрядах: для ікон мав назву 
божник, для прикрашування картин - 
кілковий, для сватів - плечевий і т.д. 
Не можна описати всіх, бо забрало б 
багато місця, але згадаю околиці вистави: 
Гуцульщина, Буковина, Полтавщина, 


Київщина, Чернігівщина, Черкащина, 


сама молода дівчина 


Сумщина, Вінничина. 

Дуже цікаво було бачити перший раз 
мініятурні рушники вишивані на шовку 
по одній нитці виконання Мирослава 
Куця і оправлені у формі картин. 

Обидвоє п-во Куць знані мистці: Люба 
- знавець народної ноші і вишивки, яку 
копіює і друкує зацікавленим в журналах 
а Мирослав - мистець писанкар, який 
вже сам написав понад 1000 писанок 
різних мотивів та областей України і 
мав дуже успішні виставки. Він також, 
був основником танцювальних ансамблів 
«Черемош» і «Шумка». 

В їхньому домі є колекції різного 
українського мистецтва, більше як в 
деякому музеї. 
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Shostak returns to Bonnyville 


Back for the first time in several years, artist 
holds show and sale of works 


By Darren Pinkoski, 
Bonnyville Nouvelle 
Nationally-renowned artist and 
the Bonnyville-area’s native son, 
Peter Shostak returned home over 
the Oct. 20-21 weekend for а show- 
ing of his latest works. 
Shostak, who has been living in 
Victoria, B.C. for the past 30 years, 


returned to Bonnyville for the first © 


time in three years to acquaint area 
residents with his newer works and 
re-acquaint himself with the people 
and country side he grew up with. 

Also new is Shostak’s new book 
of his hockey paintings. The works 
included in the books span the past 
20 years of Shostak’s career and 
show how hockey was played in 
tural Alberta before PlayStation or 
satellite television started dominat- 
ing children’s pastimes and before 
an indoor ice rink was only a short 
car drive away. 

At his showing over the weekend, 
conversations about the paintings in- 
cluded memories of time past and 
identifying with the images de- 
picted. It has more of an impact in 
this area of the province since a 
number of Shostak’s works detail 
buildings that used to exist in the 
area, such as the Dupre Hall. 

“The paintings gets them remem- 
bering things they maybe hadn’t 
though about for a very long time. 
You get a lot of conversation that re- 
ally starts from the paintings them- 
selves so, in that way, it’s really a 
memory bank in a sense.” 

Anyone who grew up on the prai- 
ries and had the experience of cold 
winters played hockey of some 
form, organized hockey or street 
hockey, or in the farmyard or wher- 
ever.” 

But it’s not just the prairies. It’s 
not just rural Alberta that the work 
strike a chord with, it’s rural any 
where. 

Shostak said he’s been ap- 
proached by people from Nova 
Scotia who say, apart from the spe- 
cious prairie backgrounds, the 
works depicted could have come 
from their small town or farm as 
well. 

In keeping with Shostak’s ten- 
dency to name his works in terms 
spoken quotes, each painting in the 
book comes with a written descrip- 
tion of the activities depicted in the 
painting. 

For example, one work includes 
how school children used to build 
their own skating rinks outside, 
Starting with tramping down the 
snow, pouring buckets and buckets 
of water from the pump onto the area 
and continuing until they had a rela- 
tively flat surface. It’s art that brings 
back memories for those who lived 
that way and art that educates those 

who never had that experience. 

While the book limits itself to 
images of hockey, Shostak’s over- 
all body of work does not. He in- 
cludes a variety of settings and in- 
cluded paintings of images from the 
Ivano-Frankivsk region of Ukraine 
he photographed while touring the 

oblast recently. 

“T prefer paintings that have more 
of nature as opposed to man-made. 
If you look at the paintings that are 
inside of buildings or feature build- 
ings or cars or machinery, these are 
all man-made things and you have 


to be much more precise in depict- 
ing the straight lines and the archi- 
tecture whereas in nature you can 
get away with a lot in term of paint- 
ing just nature. I prefer paintings 
where I can be looser.” 

A major change in his own works 
teflects changes in the art scene 
overall. He said his paintings now 
use more color than works of 20 or 
30 years ago. 

“But the art scene in the western 
world in general has gone that way 
where we’ve going to a lot more 
color, we’ve gone to a lot more noise 
in terms of our music, more of what 
I call the extremes. 

Whereas in the 7605, if you look 
at the art that was being produced, 
there was a lot of art that was al- 
most monochromatic, very soft, 
very delicate. We’ve all moved and 
I’ve sort of been dragged along with 
that.” 

One of his most vibrant images 
relating to the use of color is one 
painted about four years ago. J Will 
Learn To Dance Like That, a \im- 
ited edition print commissioned in 
1996 as a fundraiser for the 20th 
anniversary of Bonnyville’s Kryla 
Dancers. 

Another evolution in the creative 
process is greater use of photogra- 
phy. He said composition is one 
artist’s skill that transfers easily from 
canvas to viewfinder. 

“Over the last 20 years and re- 
cently I’ve been doing a fair bit of 
photography. It’s a quick way to cap- 
ture some images and a lot of im- 
ages. When I went to Ukraine two 
years ago in the winter time I spe- 
cifically went to do photography in 

the villages.” 

He then goes over the photo- 
graphs, looks for aspects of the im- 
age that catches his eye and com- 
poses paintings from the slides. 

One thing that hasn’t changed is 
the so-called Shostak Blue, a color 
of blue that is included in many of 
his paintings which require a darker 

shade of the color. The blue has been 
there all along and continues to be 
included when the images calls for 
it. 

Incorporating color can be diffi- 
cult in winter settings, when white, 
grey and blue are the predominant 
colors but Shostak achieves that end. 
The colors of the grasses sticking up 
from undemeath the snow, the col- 
ors of the sky and even the colors of 
the winter wear worn by the people 


PHOTO — NATHAN OSTASHEWSKI 
Artist Peter Shostak beside one of his hockey paintings. 


all add a sharp contrast to what 
would otherwise be an almost col- 
orless setting. 

Shostak has been living in B.C. 
for more than 30 years but the 
memory of his youth in the 
Bonnyville area remains strong in 
his paintings. 

While he has no concrete plans for 
future books just yet, the upcoming 
Alberta centennial might play a role 
in his next publication. He said he 
has been approached in regards to a 
book to celebrate the centennial in 
2005 in which he would supply the 
art and images and another man 
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CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 


INDEPENDENT 


2282 Bloor St. W., Toronto, Ont, Canada M6S 1N9 
Fine Gifts 

Authentic Ukrainian Handicrafts 
Art, Books, CDs, Ceramics, 
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TERRY LYS Gold Jewellery, Icons, Magazines, 
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Tomorrow 


"Limited Edition Print" 
Peter Shostak р 
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"I will learn to dance like that" 
To commemorate the 20th Anniversary of Ukrainian 
Dance in Bonnyville Alberta, two groups involved in 
Ukrainian dance have commissioned this original 
artwork. This Limited Edition print can be purchased 
exclusively from the Kryla Ukrainian Dancers and the 
Canadian Folk Dance Society. Great for a Christmas gift 
or that special wedding and anniversary! 


To purchase this print contact Nathaniel Ostashewski 


at (780) 826-6825 or email at jostan@telusplanet.net 


would collect stories. 

"125 in the talking stage but сег- 
tainly it would relate to Alberta’s 
heritage.” 


plus shipping 


where applicable 


$150.00 
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The Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre (URDC) at Grant MacEwan College is calling 
for applications for five awards in the categories of writing, broadcast/media arts, music, and 
visual and folk art. The application deadline is November 30, 2001. Application forms and guidelines 
are available from URDC. Award winners will be announced in the spring of 2002. 


Mw; BH 


» The Anna Pidruchney Award for New Writers ($500) is offered annually to a novice writer for a 
work on a Ukrainian Canadian theme. All literary genres are acceptable. Submissions for this year's 
award must be Ukrainian. 


e The Alberta Council for the Ukrainian Arts (ACUA) Award ($500) is available annually for a project 
which fosters a greater awareness of Ukrainian art in Alberta. This project may be in the form of an 
exhibit, tour, festival, educational program, or special project. 


The Roman Soltykewych Music Scholarship ($300) is available annually to applicants (individual or 
group), determined to pursue further studies in the field of Ukrainian choral or vocal music. 


« The Maria Mae and Sergie Eremenko Award ($200) is available annually to any qualified applicant 
(individual or group) planning to pursue further studies in the field of Ukrainian music. Courses of 
study or workshops, either in progress or recently completed, will be considered. 


« The Roger Charest Sr., Award for Broadcast & Media Arts ($500) is being offered to applicants 
(individual or group) for an initiative to create a special program or series of audio vignettes or reports 
suitable for broadcast, which may further the cause of multiculturalism in Canada. 


For more information, write: 
Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre Grant MacEwan College 


City Centre Campus, 7-156, 10700 - 104 Ave, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 252 
or Phone (780) 497-4374; Fax (780) 497-4377 
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10 
Про проблеми 


нацменшин на Одещині 


ігор Столяров 

(Радіо Свобода) Вперше за останні кілька років на засіданні 
колегії при голові Одеської облдержадміністрації було заслухано 
проблеми національних меншин в регіоні. 

Незважаючи на те, що в Одеській області національні меншини, 
є у рівних умовах винесене на засідання Колегії питання "Про 
реалізацію Закону про нацменшини" викликало найактивніше 
обговорення. 

За словами першого заступника голови Одеської 
облдержадміністрації Миколи Тендюка, проблеми нацменшин 
вимагають глибокого вивчення на місцях, адже на рівні області 
глобальних проблем не існує, за виключенням молдаван з Рені, 
які внаслідок бюрократичної тяганини дотепер не можуть на 
рівних умовах поступати до українських вищих навчальних закладів 
та працевлаштовуватися в Україні. Одержуючи дипломи про 
освіту у Румунії такі випускники в Україні не мають перспектив. 

Представники більшості національних меншин нині заявляють 
про необхідність створення власних газет і обов'язкового 
фінансування національно-культурних товариств на рівні районів. 
Гроші такі передбачені лише в обласному бюджеті. 

Не влаштовує нацменшини і така делікатна проблема як 
викривлення етнічних імен. Виявляється, що майже у всіх школах 
Одеси та області національні імена дітей трактуються або на 
український, або на російський лад. 

Головуючий на Колегії Микола Тендюк, закликав представників 
етносів не перебільшувати цієї проблеми. На його думку, 
національно -культурні товариства мають потужний потенціал, а 
тому спроможні вирішувати чимало проблем самостійно. Чимало 
активістів та керівників цих товариств обіймають в Одеській 
області керівні посади. 

Тим часом, Микола Тендюк пообіцяв представникам національно- 

" культурних товариств, що в обласному бюджеті наступного року 
так само буде передбачено фінансування розвитку мов, звичаїв, 
культур різних етносів. Бюджет 2002 року має зменшиться майже 
у двічі, а тому у перспективі запропоновано залучати інвестиції 
так само з історичної Батьківщини. 

На засіданні Колегії було ухвалено рішення про завершення 
будівництва школи у селі Петродолинське, Овідіопольського району, 
Одеської області де мешкають німці, які повернулися з місць 
депортації. 

Найближчим часом перед Верховною Радою України буде 
порушено питання про відновлення болгарської газети "Лучаферул". 
Свого часу ця газета видавалася в Одесі як додаток до газети 
"Голос України". 

Тепер і молдавани в Одесі, так само, на законних підставах 
заявляють про реанімацію власної газети. 


Пам'ятаймо «Ціну Миру» 
в день 11-го Листопада 


Понад 112,000 
канадців загинуло у війні 


«Не забуваймо» 


Peter Goldring 


Member of Parliament 
Edmonton Centre-East 
495-3261 


Чи Ваші діти, чи внуки 
слідкують за подіями в Україні? 


_ «Українські вісті» подають дуже багату інформацію про 
Україну і про нашу громаду: в Канаді. Тому, що ми також друкуємо 
в англійській мові, нашу газету можуть читати і ті, котрі не 
читають по-українськи. Тим способом можуть познайомитися із 
| найновішими подіями в Україні. Заповніть, будь ласка, цю форму, 
а ми вислемо газету разом із повідомленням про подарунок. 

Доручаю передплату на примірників. Вишліть, 
будь ласка, на таку адресу: 
Мате: 


Address 
City 
Це дарунок від: 


Prov. 


ЦІНИ: 
1 рік (24 примірники): 935.00 (Кан.) 
роки (48 примірників): 965.00 (Кан.) 
(ціна включає ПТО ["GST"]) 
Поза Кан ; Такі самі ціни, але в американських долярах 
Повітряною поштою: Подвійні ціни як «Поза Канадою». 
Наша адреса: Ukrainian News 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5M 1Y9 
Tel: (780) 488-3693 Fax: (780) 488-3859 


В Канаді: 


Ukrainian Мем5/Українські Вісті, October 31 - November 13, 31 Жовтня - 13 Листопада, 2001 


Рішення у справі Лазаренка буде 
прийнято до 20-го листопада 


Михайло Мигалисько 

(Радіо Свобода) Американський суддя Мартін 
Дженкінс до 20-го листопада пообіцяв дати 
відповідь на клопотання адвокатів колишнього 
прем'єр-міністра України Павла Лазаренка про 
припинення справи проти нього. 

Адвокати Павла Лазаренка 26-го жовтня під 
час слухань у каліфорнійському суді у Сан Фран- 
циско закликали федерального суддю Мартінса 
Дженкінса припинити справу проти їхнього 
клієнта, якого американські прокурори звинувачу- 
ють у відмиванні десятків мільйонів доларів через 
американські фінаснові структури. 

Як повідомляє пресове агенство Ассошіейтед 
пресс, адвокати Лазаренка, на посилення досто- 
вірності їхнього клопотання взяли як аргумент 
положення із підписаного кілька-годин раніше 
президентом Джорджем Буш нового законодав- 
чого акту боротьби з тероризмом. Захисники 
інтересів екс-прем'єра твердять, що анти- 
терористичний акт підписаний 26-го жовтня 
розширює спектр злочинів по відмиванню грошей 
на справи, які до того часу не вважалися кримі- 
нальними і в цю категорію за їхнім аналізом 
входять й обвинувачення у справі Лазаренка. 

Як повідомляє Асошієейтед пресс, адвокат Ден- 
ніс Ріордан заявив, що пана Лазаренка не можна 
судити, тому що справи, в яких його обвинувачено 
не вважалося злочином до схвалення нового 
закону. Внесені Сенатом США "поправки до 
закону вперше поширюють дію закону на акти 
відмивання грошей й дії іноземних офіційних 
осіб, в чому обвинувачено Лазаренка, вважає 


його адвокат Ріордан. До схвалення нового закону 
за словами захисника інтересів екс-прем'єра від- 
мивання грошей іноземниим службовцями на 
території США вважалися злочином лише у 
випадках якщо йшлося про гроші отримані в 
результаті наркобізнесу чи пак насильного вима- 
гання, проте не в результаті хабарництва. 

Федеральні прокурори однак незгідні із такою 
інтерпретацією справи Лазаренка. В акті обвину- 
вачення схваленому у липні Великим жюрі вка- 
зано на те, що йшлося про пограбування україн- 
ського народу, нелегальне привласнення й прихо- 
вування грошей у великих розмірах, які отримано 
в результаті вимагання, що можна вважати й 
актом хабарництва. "Для справи пана Лазаренка 
Конгрес не потребував вносити поправки до за- 
кону" - заявила помічник прокурора Марта 
Боерш. Федеральний суддя Мартін Дженкінс по- 
обіцяв до 20-го листопада розглянути клопотання 
позивачів та захисників інтересів Павла 
Лазаренка. 

Ще до слухання 26-го жовтня у каліфорнійсь- 
кому суді, представниця міністерства юстиції 
сказала в інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода, що у випадку 
дійде до рішення на користь аргументів захисників 
Лазаренка, то американські прокурори звернуться 
до вищого суду з метою проведення процесу у 
вищій судовій інстанції. Офіційна особа мініс- 
терства юстиції Радіо Свобода сказала, що у 
такому випадку справа може продов-житися ще 
на кілька місяців і ймовірно Павло Лазаренко 
залишиться у попередньому ув'язнені. 


Одеська міська рада ще раз 
продемонструвала антиукраїнські настрої 


ігор Столяров 

(Радіо Свобода) Депутати переважною біль- 
шістю схвалили запропоноване міським головою 
рішення "Про запровадження трьохмовності — 
української, російської та іноземних мов в місті 
Одесі". Цим вони викликали протести не лише 
з боку товариства "Просвіта", але і кількох 
політичних партій області. 

Після приходу до влади в Одесі колишнього 
першого комуніста області Руслана Боделана 
образи українців стали справою звичайною. 
Першим подібним проявом стало створення міськ- 
радою україномовної газети "Думська площа", 
яка стала ДОДАТКОМ до російськомовного 
"Одєсского вєстніка". Нещодавно провела мітинг 
Прогресивна Соціалістична Партія України, що 
її учасники назвали українців зі Львова "холуями" 
лише за їхній гостинний прийом Святішого Отця 
Папи Ївана Павла ЇЇ. 

Ї ось новий прояв нелюбові до України. У 
відкритому листі до прокурора Одеської області 
Михайла Косюти Правління обласної організації 
товариства "Просвіта" прохає дати відповідну 
правову оцін-ку рішенню щодо запровадження 
трьохмовності. Звернено увагу на провокаційний 
зміст рішення, його невідповідність Конституції 
України, чинному законодавству та елементарній 
логіці. "Це вже не перша спроба одеських депу- 
татів міськради з числа радянської партійної 
номенклатури запровадити в Одесі наказним 
чином "для внутрішнього вживання" російську 
мову та повністю витіснити українську - і як 
державну, і як рідну для більшості одеситів", - 
мовиться у листі. 

Правління Одеського обласного відділення 
всеукраїнського товариства "Просвіта" вважає, 
що дії міського голови Руслана Боделана з впро- 
вадження так званої трьохмовності - це "не що 
інше, як груба передвиборча провокація, що 
має на меті дестабілізацію політичної ситуації в 
місті Одесі та розпалювання міжетнічної ворож- 
нечі" - наголошено у відкритому листі. 

Тим часом, народний депутат України Едуард 
Гурвіц в інтерв'ю для радіо "Свобода" зазначив, 
що вважає рішення міськради "Про запровад- 
ження трьохмовності в місті Одесі" спробою 
місцевої влади відволікти мешканців причорномор- 
ського міста від болючих економічних проблем. 
"В Одесі ніколи не було проблеми з насильниць- 
ким впровадженням української мови. Слід пам'я- 
тати і про існування відповідної статті у Консти- 
туції України" - вважає пан Гурвіц. Далі - Е. 
Гурвіц: "Читаючи це рішення, дивуєшся - це 
сон чи дійсність? Невже на 10 році незалежності 
можливий такий глум над нашою мовою? Та 


ще й не будь ким, а міським головою. Це вик- 
ликає не лише здивування, але і обурення. Бо 
як ще можемо назвати цей проект, як не поганим 
анекдотом чи антиукраїнською провокацією?". 

"Руслан Боделан забув, що посадовими особами 
i міською владою не виконується жоден із законів 
про мови, не кажучи вже про грубе порушення 
десятої статті Конституції України. Руслан Боде- 
лан дає в руки шовіністам ще одну можливість 
протистояти вивченню української мови" - 
наголошено у Заяві протесту Одеської обласної 
організації Конгресу українських націоналістів. 

Підкорені нинішньому міському голові Одеси 
журналісти невдало намагаються пояснити 
важливість згаданого рішення. Приміром, в ефірі 
телекомпанії "РІАК" палкий прихильник Руслана 
Боделана - депутат міськради і член КПУ 
Григорій Кваснюк назвав українців які протес- 
тували проти трьохмовності психічно хворими. 
Дратує товариша Кваснюка той факт, що сім 
гімназій які відкриті в Одесі є україномовними. 
“A як же з гарненькою російською мовою?" — 
ледве не плакав у телеефірі комуніст Григорій 
Кваснюк. 


До замовних вбивств в 


Україні поступово звикли 


Павло Вольвач 

(Радіо Свобода) До цього привчили реалії 
життя, де, наче в моторошному калейдоскопі, 
змінюються лише імена жертв, їхні посади та 
назви організацій. Що зайвий раз підтверджує - 
від небезпеки не застрахований ніхто. 

Цього разу постраждав високопосадовий 
чиновник з контори, назву котрої важко вимовити 
- ДКЦПФР. Отже, що таке Державна комісія з 
цінних паперів і фондового ринку? 

Україна не тільки першою з країн СНД 
ухвалила закон про цінні папери і фондову біржу, 
а й першою заснувала держкомісію з цінних 
паперів і фондового ринку. 

Чим займається комісія? Якщо коротко - це 
видання ліцензій професійним учасникам 
фондового ринку, реєстрація емісій, тощо. Одним 
словом, комісія не дозволяє фондовому ринку 
перетворитися на такі собі бізнесові джунглі. 
За табе ллю про ранги ця інституція відповідним 
указом Президента прирівняна до статусу 
міністерства. 

Діяльність комісії начебто не показна, але 
разом з фондом держмайна це другий великий 
механізм в державі, що забезпечує і права 
власності, і саму концепцію приватизації. 
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UCC President Eugene Czolij with the BC UCC volunteers. 


Two anniversaries 
celebrated in Vancouver 


By Julia Stashuk 

The 10th Anniversary of the Independence of Ukraine 
and the 60th Anniversary of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress was also a Special Day for 35 devoted vol- 
unteers who dedicated many years of service to both 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Vancouver Branch 
and the UCC BC Provincial Council. 

The joyous event took place in the beautifully deco- 
rated Ukrainian Orthodox Centre in Vancouver, Sept. 
15th. Yellow, blue and white flower arrangements, flow- 
ing banners and huge replicas of the Ukrainian Inde- 
pendence Emblem and the UCC Crest decorated the 
stage and dinner tables. 

Among the assembled guests were UCC National 
President, Eugene Czolij — guest speaker for the 
evening and UCC Volunteers from Vernon, Kelowna 
and the Lower Mainland. Master of Ceremonies, Dan 
Huzyk, President of the Ukrainian Professional & Busi- 
ness Association of Vancouver called upon Myron 
Petriw, President of the UCC BC Provincial Council 
to welcome the assembled guests. Petriw then spoke 
of his pleasure and pride in hosting this very Special 
Occasion — first, the 10th year of Independence in 
Ukraine; second, the 60th Anniversary of the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress and thirdly, the 
acknowledgement of the many years of volunteer ser- 
vice to the 35 recipients of the UCC Volunteer Service 
Awards. He also read a letter of congratulations from 
the Premier of British Columbia, Gordon Campbell. 

Following his words of welcome, the Very Rev. Pe- 
ter Hnatiw, Pastor of the Holy Trinity Ukr. Orthodox 
Cathedral asked for God’s blessing on the future of 
Ukraine, the continuing success of the UCC and the 
assembled guests at this Special Celebration. After the 
prayer, a delicious Harvest Buffet was served by the 
Ukrainian Women’s Association, Lesia Ukrainka 
Branch. 

After the Dinner, the eagerly awaited and first time 
guest to British Columbia, Czolij, reviewed at some 
length the many tragedies which befell the Ukrainian 
nation during the past century. However, starting the 
final decade of the 20th century on Aug. 24, 1991 the 


Kuchma wants crackdown 


on money laundering 


(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma decided on 
Oct. 20 to set up a governmental monitoring commit- 
tee to combat money laundering, Interfax reported, 
quoting State Tax Administration chief Mykola Azarov. 

Azarov said the new body will gather information 
about dubious financial transactions in Ukraine and 
elsewhere. According to Azarov, “colossal sums” of 
illegal capital in Ukraine affect the state budget and 
national security. 

Thirty percent of the crude oil imported to Ukraine 
from Kazakhstan was supplied to us by such an exotic 
State as St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 

Among the suppliers are virtually unknown struc- 
tures. 

When we try to find them for purposes of taxation, 
we often fail,” New Channel television quoted him as 
saying. 


Declaration of the Act of Independence of Ukraine was 
proclaimed. This Act, he stated, heralded a new era in 
world politics and a dedication to the destruction of 
the “evil empire” (the worlds of President Ronald 
Reagan) in reference to the 300 years of Russian domi- 
nation of which 70 years were under the Red Commu- 
nist terror. 

“Therefore this 10th Anniversary of the Independence 
of Ukraine reminds us Ukrainians in Canada not only 
of Ukraine’s past history but also the 110th Anniver- 
sary of the settlement of Ukrainians in Canada. It is 
with pride that Ukrainians in Canada have formed 
strong ties with Ukraine both moral and economic and 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress has been in the fore- 
front of that action. For example, the Ukrainian Com- 
munity donated $1.6M to the Ukrainian Embassy Fund 
and in 1994, a Special Partnership between Canada and 
Ukraine was formed and approximately $265M was 
spent on various projects in Ukraine. Over 1M profes- 
sional Ukrainian Canadians were available for ex- 
change programs between Canada and Ukraine thus 
aiding the evolvement of economic and democratic pro- 
cesses within Ukraine. The Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress has urged the Canadian Parliament to maintain 
these economic and political ties with Ukraine.” 

During the past 10 years, over 15,000 Ukrainians 
have emigrated to Canada and have thus reinforced our 
communities. Czolij believes that with time, the Ukrai- 
nian nation will overcome present difficulties and will 
grasp the growth of spiritual, cultural and social evolve- 
ment necessary for its nationhood. 

His speech was warmly received by the enthusiastic 
audience and was immediately followed by the pleas- 
ant task of awarding the UCC Volunteers who repre- 
sented the following UCC Branches: 

From Vernon: Roman Chez, Myron Balych, Pauline 
Kindrachuk, Nick Petrykiw; from Kelowna: Maria 
Husch, Dr. Nadia Popil, Anna Shepel, Myron Stech; 
from Victoria: Stefan Hryb, Zenia Melnyk, Kari Moore, 
Olga Zachary; From Vancouver: Maria Beley, Vasyl 
Dziubenko, Semen Kaspryk, Stefan Petelycky, 
Yaroslava Tatarniuk, Oksana Yeleniuk, Frank Buciak, 
Olha Hadymowska, Lev Kowalchuk, Victoria Pushka, 
Mary Wakaluk, Lovey Cridge, Maria Hnatiw, Agnes 
Kripps, Mykhailo Tatarniuk, Nancy Worobetz; from 
UCC BC, Provincial Council: George Brandak, Mir 
Huculak, Julia Stashuk, Jerry Gangur, Walter 
Pylypchuk, Robert Herchak, Wallace Shoemay. 

Each recipient was personally thanked by Czolij for 
their many years of service and dedication to the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress. After a photographic session, 
the evening was brought to a close by the Svitanok 
Chorus directed by Ann Kvitka Kozak. Their rendition 
of three soul stirring songs: “Crystal Goblets”, “My 
Ukraine” and “Ukraine,” was warmly appreciated by 
the audience. Just before the singing of the anthem, 
Petriw thanked the Anniversary Committee whose 
members — Bohdan Trylowsky, Chairman, Dobrodika 
Maria Hnatiw, Vicki Pushka and Julia Stashuk for their 
hard work and all those who participated in any way to 
the success of the evening. : 

This Anniversary Celebration was a Fund Raiser for 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress - National to enable 
the organization to continue their worthwhile projects 
for the betterment of the Ukrainian Community. 
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U.S. thanks Ukraine for support 

(RFE/RL)—U.S. President George W. Bush and the American people 
express their gratitude to the Ukrainian government and people for sup- 
porting the United States in its antiterrorist campaign, UNIAN reported 
on Oct. 25, quoting presidential spokesman Thor Storozhuk. “We are also 
thankful for the prompt and positive answer to our request to allow U.S. 
transport aircraft to fly over Ukrainian airspace,” Storozhuk quoted from 
a letter sent by the U.S. State Department and signed by Bush. 


Ukraine ready to provide cargo planes 

(Eastern Economist—Ukraine is ready to provide cargo aircraft to trans- 
port humanitarian aid to Afghanistan and neighboring countries that stand 
in need, said Ukraine’s representative to the European Union Roman Shpek, 
Oct. 19. “At present, terrorism is counteracted not only through direct 
action against organizers of terrorism but also by extending a helping hand 
to the people in the countries from which terrorism has emerged and which 
has made their populations suffer” he said. 


Crimea sets up refugee crisis centre 

(Eastern Economist)—A refugee crisis headquarters has been set up in 
Спітава. The number of refugees may rise following military strikes in 
Afghanistan, said Crimean Premier Valeriy Horbatov, Oct. 24. Many 
Crimean Tatars reside in Uzbekistan which Horbatov was appointed to 
head the centre. Horbatov said Crimea could accommodate 1,000 to 5,000 
immigrants “without any problem.” He said, “We have enough room and 
other resources needed to accommodate refugees. We are keeping the situ- 
ation under tight control.” However, should the situation deteriorate and 
the number of refugees grow, Crimea may need about Hr 100 million in 
financial support, he added. 


Speaker’s driver, bodyguard found dead 
(RFE/RL)—Parliamentary speaker Ivan Plyushch’s driver Pavlo Poterayko 
was found dead in a Kyiv park on Oct. 22, Interfax reported on Oct.24. 
Later the same day and in the same park, a police patrol detained an ap- 
parently intoxicated man who turned out to be Plyushch’s bodyguard 
Oleksandr Sklyar. Sklyar asked the patrol to call for an ambulance but 
died before it arrived. Deputy speaker Viktor Medvedchuk told the parlia- 
ment on Oct. 24 that, according to an official statement by the Interior 
Ministry, both men died of heart problems. 


Journalist found dead 

(Eastern Economist)—A former journalist was found dead in his apart- 
ment in Ukraine’s capital, Oct. 26. The Prosecutor’s office in Kyiv said 
the killing of the former Fakty i Komentari freelance journalist Yury 
Honchar was not linked to his professional activity. Honchar was killed 
by a blow to the head with a blunt instrument like a hammer, said Kyiv 
Deputy Prosecutor Maksym Kobernyk. Some speculate that Honchar was 
the victim of a of the burglary or his death was the result of personal 
relations with people who lived in the apartment. Honchar worked at Fakty 
for three months in 1998 and his press card, which was found in the apart- 
ment, was outdated 


Lviv entrepreneur murdered 

(Eastern Economist)—Bohdan Opirskiy, a well known entrepreneur and 
director of the TekhnoBud company was murdered in the centre of Lviv 
in the evening Oct. 22. This is believed to have been a contract murder. 
Upon finishing a meeting regarding the construction of the hotel Dnipro 
in Lviv, Opirskiy got into his car and began to drive towards a central 
street. Suddenly, a young man of about 20 opened the door of his car, 
which was moving. After asking the director whether he was Bohdan 
Opirskiy, the man shot him twice. 


Stock market official killed 

(RFE/RL)—Oleksiy Romashko, a member of the State Commission for 
Securities and the Stock Market, was stabbed to death on Oct. 29 as he left 
his house in Kyiv, Interfax reported. Deputy Prosecutor-General Yuriy 
Haysynskyy confirmed that Romashko was stabbed twice with a knife 
and added that he was also shot in the head after the stabbing. 


Official version of death questioned 
(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Television on Oct. 28 broadcast a 25-minute film 
questioning the official version of the death of journalist Ihor Aleksandrov 
in Slavyansk, Luhansk Oblast, in July. Prosecutor-General Mykhaylo 
Potebenko has announced that Aleksandrov was mistakenly killed by a 
homeless man who intended to kill Aleksandrov’s lawyer. Two former 
police officers said in the film that Aleksandrov was killed by a group 
responsible for a number of contract killings in the Luhansk region in 
recent years. 


Yushchenko sues Financial Times 

(RFE/RL)—The “Ukrayinska ргауда" website reported on Oct. 22 that 
former Premier Viktor Yushchenko has sued the “Financial Times” for an 
article the newspaper published on June 5, 2000. The article, which dealt 
with then-U.S. President Bill Clinton’s visit to Kyiv, mentioned Yushchenko 
in one paragraph, saying that his government has been a disappointment 
and recalling that Yushchenko in his former capacity of National Bank 
governor was accused of mismanaging bank funds. 


Tymoshenko seeks to join Yushchenko 

(Eastern Economist)—National Salvation Forum bloc leader Yulia 
Tymoshenko once again appealed to Viktor Yushchenko to unify the NSF 
with his Nasha Ukrayina bloc. At the same time, she said the odds of NSF 
and Nasha Ukrayina uniting were small. Whatever the outcome, 
Tymoshenko said the NSF would cooperate with Yushchenko up to and 
after the Parliamentary elections. 


«Пласт для розвитку 
громадянського суспільства» 


Їван Костюк 

(Радіо Свобода)--Як повідомив прес-центр Ївано-Франківської 
крайової округи Національної скаутської організації «Пласт», на 
Прикарпатті незабаром розпочнеться реалізація нового проекту, 
який ініціювали пластуни. Проведення цілого ряду навчальних 
тренінгів у межах цієї програми повинно допомогти лідерам 
молодіжних структур ефективніше керувати своїми організаціями. 

Назва нового проекету «Пласт для розвитку громадяського 
суспільства». Партнерами проекту є Канадське бюро міжнародної 
освіти, Ївано-Франківський обласний комітет молодіжних 
організацій «Молодіжна ліга» та Стулдентське братство. 

Перший навчальний тренінг пройде в середині листопада в 
гірському містечку Яремчі. Учасники навчання, яких відберуть 
на конкурсній основі, розглянуть проблеми зв'язків із 
громадськістю, стратегічного панування, розробки та підготовки 
проектів, вирішення конфліктних ситуацій, літдерства та 
міжособистісного спілкування, співпраці з владою та інші. Всі 
учасники тренінгів також візьмуть участь у конкурсі соціальних 
проектів, мета яких допомога громадянам у розвитку їх здаьності 
працювати спільно для вирішення соціальних та економічних 
питань. Особливістю проекту «Пласт для розвитку громадянського 
суспільства» є те, що кожен захищений соціальний проект, 
представлений під час тренінгів, втілюватиметься в життя, а не 
залишиться лише на папері. 

Здійснення проектів фінансуватиме Канадське бюро міжнародної 
освіти. Представники обласної округи Національної скаутської 
органфізації «Пласт» заявили, що основною метою, яку вони 
ставлять перед проектом - це виховання фахівців у певній галузі 
господарства і водночас національно свідомих лідерів. 


on Granite Memorials 


personalized designs 
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with a 
Work of Art 


Such monuments are available 
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МАЗУРИК 
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Бл. п. Лідія Марія 
(Чопей) Гладишевська 


«.. і де 6 Ти нє був моя 
любов є завсіди з Тобою» - 
так Ліда Чопей написала на зво- 
ротній стороні своєї фотографії, 
котру вона в 1948 р. вислала з 
Монтреалю до свого нареченого 
Мирослава, що тоді відбував 
однорічний контракт при сіпіяр- 
ській залізниці у Британській 
Колюмбії. Ця взаїмна любов 
з'єднала їх у подружжі, що 
тривало 52 роки. 

Лідія прийшла на світ 8 липня 
1925 р. у селі Свистільники 
(тепер Світанок) у сім'ї о. 
Василя й Олени Чопеїв. Свої 
юні роки провела в Галичі, Жи- 
дачеві і в Городку Ягайлонсь- 
кому де її батько сповняв свої 
душпастирські обов'язки. Однак 
їхні обставини почали ускладню- 
ватися - почалася друга світова 
війна, перша більшовицька 
окупація Західної України і вони 
виїхали до родини в Саноку, на 
Лемківщині, а пізніше до Захід- 
ної Німеччини до місцевости 
Геппінген, де батько духовно 
опікувався нашими біженцями, 
що жили в таборах. 

На еміграції Ліда закінчила 
середню освіту та студіювала 
на університетах у Франкфурті 
і Тюбінген. Але прийшов час 
емігрувати в інші краї, щоб 
краще укласти своє життя, бо 
поворот в Україну, що була під 
совєтами, не ворожив нічого 
доброго. 

В 1947 р. вона зі своєю сес- 
трою Їреною виїхали на працю 
до Канади й осіли в Монтреалі. 
Наступного року вони допомогли 
своїм батькам прибути до Кана- 
ди і разом переїхали до Грінроду 
в Брит. Колюмбії де батько 


дія вийшла заміж за д-ра Ми- 
рослава Гладишевського і вони 
оселилися у місті Калгарі де 
він дістав призначення на працю 
у федеральному департаменті 
рільництва як ветеринарний 
лікар. Тут вона присвятила понад 
50 років своєї громадської діяль- 
ности для українських та інших 
місцевих організацій - як голова 
відділу ЛУКЖК та через довгі 
роки була його культурно-ос- 
вітним референтом, головою 
рідношкільного комітету, чле- 
ном-основником і президентом 
Калгарської Ради Народнього 
Мистецтва і Південно-альберт- 
ської Ради Етнічних Мов, Канад- 
ської Ради Громадянства, комі- 
тету святкування Дня Канади і 
зв'язаних з цим фестивалів, була 
у проводі калгарських зимових 
фестивалів, комітету святкувань 
100-річчя поселення українців 
в Канаді, трудилася і в інших 
місцевих організаціях. Була все 
повна енергії, запалу, любила з 
посвятою свою родину, церкву 
і спільноту в якій жила 1 


працювала для їхнього добра! й 
розвитку. За це дістала багато 
відзначень - від ген. губернатора 
Канади, федерального й про- 
вінційного урядів та від окремих 
організацій. 

Її активну діяльність перервала 
недуга вже заавансованого рака 
і вона, раніше прийнявши Найсв. 
Тайни, у крузі своїх найближчих 
упокоїлася в Бозі 16 вересня 
на 76-ому році життя. 

Залишила в глибокому смутку 
мужа Мирослава, сестру Ipeny 
Вареницю, четверо дітей - Їрену, 
Андрія з Дарією, Лідію з Ми- 
хайлом Дощаком, Христину з 
Доном Грегорі і сімох внуків - 
Григорія, Олесю, Зенона, Луку, 
Андрія, Ашлі й Романа. 

Похоронні відправи були в 
церкві св. Успення ПДМ під 
проводом Всеч. отців - пароха 
В. Гупала і А. Тарасенка з учас- 
тю членів ЛУКЖК, багатьох 
прафіян, гостей і знайомих. ЇЇ 
тлінні останки спочили на 
цвинтарі Квінс Парк. 

Підчас поминків-тризни Лю- 
бомир Гладишевський був гос- 
подарем i прощальне слово мали 
- Анна Павелек, голова відділу 
ЛУКЖК, син Андрій і дочки - 
Ірена, Лідія і Христя. У світлу 
пам'ять Покійної присутні скла- 
дали жертви на Шевченківську 
Фундацію, Дітей Чорнобиля і 
на Св. Літургії. 

Щира подяка усім, що виявили 
свої співчуття, молитви і по- 
жертви, бо любов, яку Вона 
виявляла не тільки своїм най- 
ближчим але й усім, з ким вона 
стрічалася і працювала, є 
нев'янучою. 


Вічна Їй Пам'ять! 


одержав свою парафію. Тут Лі- 


...Працю тиху і мої пісні на вівтар 


Твій побожно 


Ці слова є гравіровані на пам'ятнику бл. п. 
Романа Солтикевича, який упокоївся 25 років 
тому 17-го листопада 1976 р. 

Роман Солтикевич віддав своє життя українській 
пісні. Почав він диригувати хором як молодий 
студент в Галичині, тоді в таборах в Австрії, а 
відтак на вільнім світі у Франції, кінчаючи свою 
працю в Канаді. 

Відколи приїхав до Едмонтону 1951 року, він 
організував та диригував різними хорами: 
чоловічий та пізніше мішаний хор «Дніпро», 
хор Пластунів, хор катедри св. Йосафата, хор 
парафії св. Юрія, хор катедри св. Ївана, хор 
СУМК, та збірний хор української молоді З 
нагоди століття Канади. 

Його енергія та патріотична любов до україн- 
ської пісні мала немалий вплив на хористів, які 
співали в тих хорах. Мало було імпрез в Ед- 
монтоні де Роман Солтикевич не виступав 3 
якимсь хором. Ї ті хори також несли красу 


я складаю... 


(В. Самійленко) 


української пісні поза межі Едмонтону - часто 
до маленьких містечок Альберти і поза її межі. 

Ї вже минає 25 років відколи диригенти хорів, - 
якими диригував Роман Солтикевич продовжують 
його віддану працю. 17-го листопада 2001 року, 
о годині 9:30 рано в церкві св. Юрія Переможця 
в Едмонтоні відбудеться поминальна Служба Божа 
з Панахидою. 

З нагоди цієї річниці родина почала музичну 
стипендію ім. Романа Солтикевича через Ukrai- 
nian Resource and Development Centre, Grant 
McEwan College — вручена особі, яка студіює 
ділянку української музики. Кому охота та добра 
воля, може подарувати жертву на стипендію, 
щоб вона нетільки довго існувала але щоб її 
сума росла. 

За дальшими інформаціями або аплікацією на 
стипендію проситься задзвонити до пані Лесі 
Чумер у Грент МакЮвен Коледж на число тел. 
(780) 497-4374. 


Вбито голову П'ятківської організації "Собор" 


(Українська Правда)--У ніч на 29 жовтня 
2001 року вбито Петрика Володимира, голову 
П'ятківської сільської організації Української 
Народної партії "Собор" Бершадського району 
Вінницької області. 

За даними міліції смертельний постріл з 
рушниці зробив Михайло Стратієнко, мешканець 
того ж села, який давно займався вимаганням. 
За життя Петрик, який окрім політичної, займався 
ще й підприємницькою діяльністю, через свою 
підприємницьку діяльність неодноразово зазнавав 
утиску від місцевих кримінальних кіл. 


Не можна також виключати, що вбивство мало 
суто політичний характер, оскільки Петрик нале-- 
жав до одної з національно-демократичних сил, 
що перебувають в опозиції до влади. 

У заяві прес-служби партії "Собор" 
зазначається, що "партія вимагає від місцевих 
правоохоронців вичерпного розслідування 
обставин убивства... Повноцінний розвиток 
підприємництва можливий лише в умовах 
демократії, а часті утиски підприємців є наслідком 
порушень прин-ципів демократичного розвитку 
України". 


First row: Peter Bartman, Michael Witek, Anna Denis, Father Bill Hupalo, Joe Husack, Jack Ostash, Jerry 
Firmaniuk. Second row: Michael Dynys, Dmytro Owad, Joe Bedrylo, Sr. Laura Prokop, Mary Bereziuk, Sr. 
Adrienne Charanduk, John Pawluk, Nellie Husack, Peter Popil. 


Assumption Seniors honour over 80’s 


By Mary Bereziuk 

On Oct. 14, Ukrainian Assumption Seniors hosted a 
luncheon to honor their senior members that are 80 
years and older. The club consists of 160 members, 44 
of whom are over 80 with 12 in attendance. After the 
Holy Liturgy parishioners joined in the celebration. The 
Luncheon began with a prayer led by Sister Adrienne 
Charanduk. 

This was also a most fitting time to welcome Sr. Laura 
Prokop, 85МІ as she is looking forward to doing Pas- 
toral Care and will be visiting the elderly, shut-ins and 
the sick. Sr. Laura was born in Buchanan, Sask. While 
attending Sacred Heart Academy in Yorkton she fell in 
love the SSMI’s and wanted to become one of them. 
When she told her parents that it was her wish, she 
learned that her mother prayed that at least one of her 
children would enter into the religious life. Sr. Laura is 
the seventh child of a family of eight children. 


Ukrainian delegation to make presentation 
at international conference in Ottawa 


Four Ukrainians will make a major presentation on 
improving the health of their country’s youth at an in- 
ternational conference on child and youth health in Ot- 
tawa in November. 

They will describe their work with the Youth for 
Health Ukraine-Canada project in Kyiv and how it is 
helping young people live healthily, take measures 
against HIV/AIDS, and resist pressures to smoke and 
use alcohol and drugs. 

The four visitors to Canada are 19-year-old Olesya 
Nogina, who heads the youth television studio “OKO” 
set up by the Kyiv Union of Children and Youth Orga- 
nizations (SPOK) to help youth make TV programs and 
videos about the issues; Svitlana Olesienko, project 
manager of the Youth for Health Office in Kyiv; and 
staff, Oleksiy Basenko and Marina Murashova. 

They will tell the expected 500 delegates at the 8th 
Canadian Conference on International Health in Ot- 
tawa Noy. 18-21 about their work. The session detail- 
ing the project will be presented on Nov. 19, and will 
be chaired by project director Paulette Schatz, who is 
based in Ottawa. 

The project, which began in 1998 and will be com- 
pleted in 2002, works with seven Ukrainian partners 
including three government ministries and the Kyiv city 
government. The Canadian partners are Health Canada, 
the University of Toronto’s Centre for Health Promo- 
tion, the University of Saskatchewan and Saskatchewan 
Education, the University of Victoria and the City of 


Shumka hosts “Red Boots, Ballet and Bubbly”’| 


(Ukrainian Shumka Dancers)—It’s an effervescent 
evening of dance, drinks and the Dino Martini’s at 
Shumka’s Red Boots, Ballet and Bubbly fundraising 
gala, Nov. 17 at the Northern Alberta Jubilee Audito- 
rium. 

. Enjoy passionate performances by Shumka and spe- 
cial guests, direct from Ukraine, the stars of the Kyiv 
Ballet, as they perform excerpts from THE NUT- 
CRACKER ~—a ballet fantasy. Have your taste buds tick- 
led by the bubbles of fine champagne, kick up your 
heels to the groovy sounds of Calgary’s Dino Martinis, 
nosh on delectable delights and bid on hundreds of fabu- 
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600 at Women’s Congress 

(Eastern Economist)—The State Youth Politics, Sports and Tourism Com- 
mittee and The State Youth and Family Politics Department held the sec- 
ond All-Ukrainian Women’s Congress on Oct. 24-26 in Oktyabrskiy Pal- 
ace. 600 attendees represented the International Women’s Council, the 
World Federation of Ukrainian Women and the Cabinet as well as NGOs 
and various women officials and entrepreneurs. The congress discussed 
women’s intensive involvement in opportunities in the political, social, 
and economic life of the country, and possible solutions to discrimination 
against women. Iryna Golubyeva, representing the National Women’s Coun- 
cil, said women’s participation in the Verkhovna Rada was a mere 8%. 


US to help prevent nuclear exports 

(Eastern Economist)—The United States has agreed to assist Ukraine in 
controlling weapons exports. The agreement between the Economy Min- 
istry and the US Defense Department states that the US will assist in im- 
proving exports control systems to prevent the export of weapons of mass 
destruction and nuclear technology. The US plans to allocate US$4 mil- 
lion for the project. 


Nationalist files suit against Kuchma 

(Eastern Economist)—Oleksandr Bashuk, the leader of Samostiyna 
Ukrayina, or Independent Ukraine, which seized the Communist party 
headquarters in Kyiv in March 2000, has filed law suits against President 
Leonid Kuchma for accusing Samostiyna Ukrayina of terrorism. Oct. 25 
Bashuk said he filed two charges: one against Kuchma as a statesman for 
libeling the organization has been filed with the Pechertsk district court in 
Kyiv, the other against Kuchma as a citizen has been filed with the 
Shevchenkivskiy district court in Kyiv. 


Tatars demand more representation 


(Eastern Economist)—Over a thousand Crimean Tatars picketed the 
Crimean parliament demanding better representation of national minori- 
ties in the peninsula’s government, Oct. 17. The protesters also demanded 
the introduction of direct presidential authority in Crimea, as well as the 
dismissal of the Crimean parliament, or the resignation of Crimean Speaker 
Leonid Grach. Protesters presented their demands to first deputy presi- 
dential representative in Crimea, Mykhailo Rohozhyn, who promised to 
immediately forward them to Kuchma’s Administration 


PHOTO — MARY BEREZIUK 


Sr. Laura entered the order at 15 years of age, after 
completing grade 10. She went on to complete high 
school, teachers college and received a BA in Slavic 
Studies from the University of Saskatchewan and an 
MA in Educational Administration. She worked as prin- 
cipal of a school in Winnipeg for 12 years. On the re- 
quest of Bishop Peter Staciuk she moved to Australia 
where she served for four years. Her other duties in- 
cluded sewing church vestments for three years in 
Toronto. Working as a religious consultant in the Arch- 
diocese of Edmonton and Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy 
of Edmonton with Bishop Greschuk. Summers were 
often spent teaching catechism in Saskatchewan and at 
Summer Camps in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and 
Alberta and one summer teaching in Ukraine. Sister 
says that wherever she was she loved her mission and 
the people that she worked with, and is now happy to 
be in Calgary as we are extremely happy to have her. 


Deputies lose Rada seats 


(Eastern Economist)—The Verkhovna Rada terminated the mandates of 
deputies Serhiy Kurykin from the Green party and Oleksandr Layrynovych 
from Rukh-Udovenko, Oct. 18. The two had been combining a seat in 
parliament with a post in the executive which is illegal. Kurykin is cur- 
rently the Environment Minister and Lavrynovych is State Secretary of 
the Justice Ministry. Government officials have been asked to give up 
their Rada seats to prevent conflicts of interest. 


Ukraine, Poland sign TV cooperation agreement 
(BBC Monitoring Service/PAP)—The National Radio and Television 
Council KRRiT head Juliusz Braun and his Ukrainian counterpart Boris 
Kholod signed in Kyiv on Oct. 25 an agreement on cooperation in mutual 
exchange and popularization of their television programs. Kholod told a 
press conference that the Ukrainian public television is ready to broadcast 
a series of programs about Poland and prepared in Poland. 


Toronto. 

The project. The involvement of Ukrainian youth has 
been a major focus of t A youth resource centre has 
been established to support young people in develop- 
ing health promotion materials and resources such as 
TV and radio programs, video and audio tapes, inter- 
active theatre productions and a speakers’ bureau. In 
the schools, a health education curriculum has been in- 
troduced to make awareness of health issues a part of 
everyday learning. 

The project is proving so successful that a five-year 
Strategy has been developed to extend the program to 
other parts of Ukraine. 

The Canadian Society for International Health, which 
has spearheaded the project with funding from the Ca- 
nadian International Development Agency, is a non- 
governmental organization committed to the promo- 
tion and awareness of health and development. Its 600 
members form a network across Canada and around 
the world. They include science, health, social, man- 
agement and other professionals who have an interest 
in international health. They are affiliated with federal, 
provincial and local governments, private business, uni- 
versities, non-governmental organizations, international 
agencies and all levels of health services. 

For more information about the Canadian Confer- 
ence on International Health and the Youth for Health 
project, visit www.csih.org 


UKRAINIAN TV NETWORK 


KYIV, LVIV 
Philadelphia, Chicago, Sacramento 
Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, Alberta, Manitoba 


Watch us on the WEB ! 
www.infoukes.com 
tel: 1800 KONTAKT - fax: 416 762 4880 | 


lous silent auction items, such as a Jeep Grand Chero- }; 
kee (courtesy of Londonderry Chrysler) and a Ride- 
Along in the Edmonton Police Services’ helicopter. 

Honourary Patron, The Right Honourable Ramon 
John Hnatyshyn, P.C., C.C., C.M.M., C.D. Q.C, and 
hosts Lorraine Mansbridge of Global Television and 
CBC Television’s Colin Maclean, invite you to join 
them for a ‘whirlwind’ of excitement and entertainment 
at Shumka’s Red Boots, Ballet and Bubbly Gala. 

All proceeds from the event will assist Shumka in its 
development to become a professional dance company 
and leaping onto the world stage. 


e-mail: klufas@kontakt.ca 
2118A Bloor St. W. Toronto, Ont. M6S 1M8 


БУДЬМО в KOHTAKT!! 


14 
-ЗреусрепКо suffers broken nose 


AC Milan’s star-striker Andriy Shevchenko, who’s expected to lead 
Ukraine in the World Cup playoffs against Germany next month, broke 
his nose during a league match Oct. 28 and his Italian club said he needed 
immediate surgery, reports The Associated Press. 

Club doctors did not immediately say how long the 25-year-old player 
will be sidelined. 

Lazio’s Argentine striker Hernan Crespo, who fractured his nose in a 
recent match, has been playing Italian and Champions league games with 
a protective mask. 

Shevchenko, who has scored seven goals in Serie A matches this season, 
was butted by Bologna defender Marcello Castellini as the players jumped 
for the ball at San Siro stadium. 

The game eventually ended in a goalless draw. 

“Sheva”, bleeding heavily, was replaced by Marco Simone and rushed 
to a Milan hospital. 


"FOLK ART" - beautiful magazine (cover in color) published in 
Kyiv, Ukraine two times a year, you can buy for only $6.00 US per 
issue (incl. postage). The magazine is published in Ukrainian with 
short summaries of each article in English. For additional information 
or to order call: (202) 437-4707 or write: E. Morgan Williams Р.О. 
Box 2607, Washington, D.C. 20013. All previous eight issues of the 
| magazine are still available for purchase. 


В.4.5 Tours Ltd 


11708-135A Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5M 115 


We specialize in travel and tours to UKRAINE 
and escorted group tours around the world 
Our staff is fluent in Ukrainian and English languages. 
Family owned and operated by Robert J. and Patricia Tomkins 


780-415-5633 ‘Toll free 1-877-353-5633 


http:/Avww.tourukraine.com e-mail: rjstours@tourukraine.com 


Й Jan. 13, 2002 - Join us for a 16 day all-inclusive tour to beautiful Varadero, з 
т Cuba. Accommodation at the Hotel Villa Cuba, a superior category Hotel. 1 
- Feb. 14, 2002 - Robert J. Tomkins will be your guide оп a 16 day all- 
1 inclusive group tour to the Dominican Republic. We'll be staying at the 

1 beautiful Allegro Resort Playa Dorada, with the Robert Trent disigned golf 

' course nearby. 

1 Feb. 25 to March 4 - Join us on an escorted group tour to the Houston, 

т Texas Rodeo and Livestock show. 

: June 24, 2002 - 16 day all-inclusive group tour to Western Ukraine. Limited 

, availability. This tour sold out in two months last year. Don't be 

1 disappointed! 

; July 2002 - Our first annual Mediterranean Cruise hosted by Ken Beattie, 

1 host of the popular (Women's television Network) program "Get Growing" 

1 and escorted by Robert J. Tomkins. Our cruise will to Greece, Italy, Malta, 

! Monaco, Spain and Turkey. 


1 
: All our tours are escorted by Robert J. and/or Patricia Tomkins 
"Watch this space for detailed information on our 2002 Ukraine tours and cruises for 2002! У 


Call us at 1-877-353-5633 and we'll mail detailed brochures out to you 


Listen for the Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian Hour Zabava Program on Winnipeg's 810 
CKJS Saturday 5-7 p.m. and Sunday 7-9 p.m. on Edmonton's 790 CFCW 


If you like this paper, but 
have not yet subscribed 


Ensure you get each issue 
delivered to your home 


PRICES: 
In Canada: 1 Year (24 Issues) $35.00 (CND) (GST included) 
2 Years (48 Issues) $65.00 (CND) (GST included) 
In the U.S.A.: Same schedule as above, except in U.S. Dollars 
Outside Canada and the U.S.A.: Twice the U.S.A. rate. 


Please fill out the form below and mail, along with a cheque 
or money order payable to Ukrainian News to: 
Ukrainian News 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB, T5M 1Y9 
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Dortmund blanks Kyiv 1-0 
Dynamo won't advance for UEFA Cup 


Czech midfielder Tomas Rosicky’s brilliant 34th 
minute solo run Oct. 24 lifted Borussia Dortmund past 
Dynamo Kyiv 1-0 and kept its hopes alive of advanc- 
ing in the Champions League, reported the Associated 
Press. 

Rosicky, regarded as one of the best Bundesliga play- 
ers, weaved past two defenders, flashing his perfect 
ball control, as several others chased him before he 
coolly chipped over the head of sliding Kyiv ‘keeper 
Vitaliy Reva. The second straight win by the German 
team moved it into the thick of Grovp B play, setting 
up a showdown with FC Liverpool in the final round. 
Dortmund, which dominated the match played in oc- 
casional downpours, now has eight points and Kyiv 
one, which means the Ukrainians are shut out of third 
place and a UEFA Cup berth. 

In a lively match that remained dramatic until the 
final whistle, the German team had countless chances 
but couldn’t nail down the second goal to ensure it had 
a crucial win. In the 88th minute, Oleksandr 
Khatskevych was among three Ukrainian players who 
failed to punch in a cross close to the cage, almost rob- 
bing the Germans of the needed victory. 


But otherwise, Kyiv was reduced to a few spectacu- 
lar individual actions, such as Oleksandr Melaschenko’s 
55th minute bicycle kick that showed off his skill, but 
flew straight into the arms of goalie Jens Lehmann. 
Reva dived to his left to stop a hard shot by Lars Ricken 
in the 53rd minute, while the German international also 
whirled and rifled an attempt that barely missed the 
left post in the 67th. Dortmund, playing in front of 
41,500, wasted its chances from the opening minute, a 
pattern repeated throughout the match. 

Towering Czech striker Jan Koller volleyed over the 
cage in the eighth minute from close range while un- 
marked. Dede sent another attempt past the cage in the 
18th while just a few metres from the goalmouth. 
Dortmund was missing its top scorers in Brazilian 
Marcio Amoroso, who is suspended, and Ewerthon, 
who isn’t eligible for the Champions League. Kyiv, а 
nine-time Ukrainian champion, also had captain 
Oleksandr Holovko suspended although it was clearly 
outclassed by the German side in the match. 


Liverpool edges Dynamo 2-1 


By Dominic Fifield, Guardian Service 

They may have arrived in Ukraine feeling rudder- 
less and downright depressed, but Liverpool left hay- 
ing done their absent manager Gerard Houllier proud. 
The Frenchman would have had nothing but admira- 
tion for his charges’ wonderful display in chilly Kyiv 
Oct. 17, capped by Steven Gerrard’s deflected if thor- 
oughly deserved second-half winner. In what was prov- 
ing an excruciatingly tight group, Liverpool now need 
only to avoid defeat at home to Borussia Dortmund 
later this month to progress. Suddenly, their prospects 
are as rosy as their shirts. 

Liverpool’s players, burdened by the emotion of the 
events of the weekend, might have been forgiven had 
minds strayed from the task at hand. With Houllier 
making encouraging progress as he recovers from open- 
heart surgery — the Frenchman is now conscious and 
able to talk with those around him — the club were 
quick yesterday to quash rumours of an interim appoint- 
ment to deputize during Houllier’s lengthy absence. 

“We have a very competent team here both in terms 
of playing and coaching staff and will carry on as we 
are. There will be no short-term changes or appoint- 
ments,” said the chief executive Rick Parry. 

As it was, Phil Thompson’s first-team selection might 

have been made in France; Robbie Fowler was left on 
the bench with Vladimir Smicer buzzing effectively 
off Emile Heskey. Solidity was the principal — ambi- 
tion. 
In contrast, the home formation was refreshingly fluid. 
When they were not snapping at Heskey’s heals, 
Vladyslav Vaschuk and Olexander Holovko were tear- 
ing upfield in a white blur. 

The former might have been better concentrating on 
defensive duties when Smicer wriggled clear from 
Steven Gerrard’s pass before curling a shot wide. 


But the home menace was growing. Stephane 
Henchoz’s desperate lunge on Florin Cernat presented 
Aliaksandr Khatskevich with a free-kick which Jerzy 
Dudek did well to tip over. 

Oleksandr Melashchenko forced the Pole to clasp a 
long-range effort, while Tiberiu Ghioane air-kicked af- 
ter Laszio Badnar’s throw had looped through the en- 
tire visiting defense. 

Liverpool appeared shaken and, when Valentin 
Belkevich’s shot was deflected off Gary McAllister, 
the wrong-footed Dudek was forced to save with his 
shins. He recovered his poise to palm away the striker’s 
follow-up. 

Yet the scurrying visiting midfielders, marshaled by 
McAllister’s old head, gradually stemmed the Ukrai- 
nians’ attacking verve and Dynamo’s increasing des- 

peration promptly handed Liverpool the advantage. 

Gerrard was given too much space down the right 
and his marvelous cross found Murphy lurking between 
the home centre-halves. His left-foot volley was too 
well placed for Reva and Liverpool led to deafening 
silence. 

They might have expected a backlash and it duly ar- 
rived 14 minutes into the second period. Heskey’s 
harshly adjudged foul earned the dangerous Cernat a 
free-kick which the Romanian bent into the six-yard 
box. With Dudek floundering and the defenders out- 
numbered, Ghioane tapped the loose ball into the net. 

Almost immediately, Heskey’s header from 
McAllister’s corner had Vaschuk clearing off the line, 
but Dynamo did not learn from that scare. The substi- 
tute Patrik Berger’s deep cross was clawed back by his 
compatriot Smicer at the far post for Gerrard to gather. 
The England midfielder flicked inside Goran Gavrancic 
and saw his shot deflected off the defender beyond a 
stranded Reva. 


Mercer pulls out of fight against Klitschko 


(Universum Box-Promotion)—American heavy- 
weight Ray Mercer who was scheduled to fight against 
WBO champion Wladimir Klitschko on Dec. 1 has 
called it off. The reason is a deep cut that Mercer suf- 
fered in his fight on Oct. 13 in Copenhagen. 

On the undercard of Mike Tyson the 40-year-old 
Mercer took on Brian Scott and suffered a deep bleed- 
ing cut in round one before he could stop the Dane in 
round two. 

“Tt was really unprofessional for Ray Mercer to ac- 


‘| cept a tune up fight even though he was scheduled to 


challenge Wladimir Klitschko on December 1”, an an- 
noyed promoter Kohl said. 

“And he even took serious punches from the dud he 
was fighting. In round one Mercer was even on the 
verge of a knockout defeat. He should better listen to 
my advice and have some more tune up fights now 
before reaching out for a world title.” 


“Now we have to find a new opponent as quickly as 
possible. Our planning now starts right from the 
scratch.We had arranged the fight for December 1 in 
New York. But now we have to come to a new agree- 
ment. Right now everything is unclear.” 

“We still want to fight in the US. Our partner would 
be Cedrick Kushner. However, if everything else fails 
we still have the possibility to have the event in Ger- 
many.” 

German-based Ukrainian Dr. Wladimir Klitschko, 
37-1 (34 KOs), is the WBO heavyweight champion 
since October of 2000. The fight on Dec. 1 will be the 
third title defense of the 25-year-old 6-foot-7 model 
athlete. 

One week after Wladimir’s intended title defense his 
30-year-old brother Dr. Vitali Klitschko, 29-1 (28 KOs), 
will fight against American Ross Puritty in Oberhausen, 
Germany, on an all heavyweight card on Dec. 8. 
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Communists rage over Land Code Briefly 


(RFE/RL)—Oct. 25 and 26 the Ukrainian legisla- 
ture plunged into turmoil over the debate about the 
country’s new Land Code, which includes a controver- 
sial clause allowing the sale of farmland. 

Communist lawmakers on Oct. 25 blocked the par- 
liamentary rostrum in a bid to disrupt the planned de- 
bate of the Land Code and its adoption in the second 
reading. The Communists said the ballot passing the 
Land Code in the first reading in July was rigged. The 
protesters displayed slogans: “Selling Land [Means] 
Selling Fatherland” and “We Will Save the People’s 
Shrine — Native Soil.” Deputy speaker Viktor 
Medvedchuk had to adjourn the debate. “If I am pre- 
vented from proposing a vote on the Land Code from 
my seat in the [parliamentary] presidium, I will do this 
from some other place, even from the third floor [of 
the parliamentary building],” he declared. 

Medvedchuk was forced to take such emergency 
measures the following day, when Communist depu- 
ties blocked the tribune in a bid to prevent Agricultural 
Committee Chairwoman Kateryna Vashchuk from pre- 
senting the bill. When Vashchuk somehow managed to 
present the bill and it came to a vote, Communists 
yanked out wires to disable the parliament’s electronic 
voting system. The parliamentary leadership ordered a 
manual vote outside the session hall, but some 15 Com- 
munist lawmakers broke the ballot box and destroyed 
most of the ballots. Another manual ballot proved to 
be successful, and the Land Code was passed by a slim 
majority of 232 votes (226 votes were necessary to pass 
it). Some 160 Communist and socialist deputies refused 
to vote. 

On Oct. 26, Communist deputies walked out of the 
parliament in protest against the Land Code. Later in 
the day they returned to the session and blocked the 


aisles, trying to seize the tribune. Parliamentary pro- 
ceedings ground to a halt. The Communists once again 
accused the centrist and rightist caucuses of falsifying 
the vote and announced that they will appeal to the 
Constitutional Court to rule on the Oct. 25 voting. 

The Land Code allows the sale and purchase of land 
not earlier than 2005. Moreover, the sale of land will 
become legal only after the parliament passes laws regu- 
lating the property market. In 2005-2010, the sale of 
land will be limited to plots not exceeding 100 hect- 
ares for one individual. 

In Ukraine, as anywhere in the post-Soviet area, pri- 
vate land ownership is a highly emotional issue. The 
authorities consider the possibility of private land own- 
ership a key element in their land reform, which is in- 
tended to transform the state-run collective farm sys- 
tem into a more efficient system embracing different 
forms of farming. The authorities also believe that the 
new Land Code will help attract foreign investment. 

Ukrainian leftists, as well as many ordinary Ukrai- 
nians, fear liberalization of the land market. They ar- 
gue that Ukraine’s pauperized farmers — who have 
been given land ownership certificates only recently 
— will become victims of foreign businessmen and 
Ukraine’s wealthy classes. 

“There are no real prices for land in today’s Ukraine. 
The Committee for Land Resources estimates that one 
hectare of land costs 7,000-8,000 hryvni. It means 
$1,500 for one hectare of Ukrainian chornozem, doesn’t 
it? In Montreal, one hectare of land costs $15 million,” 
Communist Party leader Petro Symonenko argued in a 
recent interview. 


Ukraine requests Brazilian company’s 
assistance in Black Sea oil extraction 


(BBC Monitoring Service/UNIAN)—The national 
joint-stock [oil and gas] company Naftohaz Ukrayiny 
has invited the Brazilian oil company Petrobras to со- 
operate in extracting oil off the Black Sea coast. The 
head of Naftohaz Ukrayiny’s board, Vadym Kopylov, 
said this in an interview with journalists Oct. 29. 

He said that both the Ukrainian and Brazilian sides 
were interested in cooperation. 

The Brazilian company is richly experienced in ex- 
tracting oil from the shelves which are over a kilometre 
deep beneath the surface, while Ukraine does not pos- 
sess this technology yet. “This is especially promising 


for Ukraine, as Petrobras has both money and technol- 
ogy.” 

According to Kopylov, the details of cooperation are 
still to be discussed. Ahead are lengthy negotiations 
with the Brazilian side, because a lot of money is at 
stake. He said that one more meeting with Petrobras 
was to be held till the end of the year, during which 
cooperation would be discussed in more detail. In 
Kopylov’s opinion, this issue has to be thoroughly pre- 
pared before the Brazilian president’s and prime 
minister’s visit to Ukraine in the first quarter of next 
year. 


U.S. prepares for trade sanctions on CD piracy 


The US is preparing trade sanc- 
tions against Ukraine because of the 
Verkhovna Rada’s failure to pass a 
law strengthening the fight against 
media piracy, said a press represen- 
tative at the US embassy in Ukraine, 
Vadym Kovaliuk, Oct. 25. 

The office of the US Trade Rep- 
resentative is taking steps that are 
necessary to introduce trade sanc- 
tions,” he added. Kovaliuk said that 
the office of the trade representative 
has not announced concrete dates for 
introducing the sanctions. 

The US has previously threatened 
Ukraine with economic sanctions 
due to optical media piracy. The 


sanctions could cost the Ukrainian 
economy around US $500 million. 
According to the State Statistics 
Committee, Ukraine’s exports to the 
US totaled US $725.3 million last 
year. 

After the Rada passed the first 
reading of a law that introduces li- 


censing for CD production and | 


est CD production plants in Ukraine 
have already closed. 

According to US estimates, 
Ukraine had previously been export- 
ing 70-100 million CDs yearly. 


harsh sanctions for unlicensed рго- | М 


duction, the US delayed the intro- 


duction of sanctions until the law’s |; 


final passage. On Aug. 24 of this 
year, Washington canceled 
Ukraine’s trade privileges with the 


US as a preliminary measure. Ac- || 
cording to experts, three of the larg- |: 


Ukraine bans duty-free sugar 
imports from Belarus, Russia 


(RFE/RL)— Ukraine has temporarily banned duty-free imports of sugar 
from Russia and Belarus, the government press service said on Oct. 11. 

The decision was made to “defend the local market from massive sup- 
plies of cheap Russian and Belarusian white sugar that hit Ukrainian sugar 
producers’ revenues,” “The Moscow Times” reported on Oct. 12. 

Earlier this year, the Ukrainian government prevented local sugar pro- 
ducers from selling white sugar at prices below 2,300 hryvni (US$433) 
per ton, while Russian and Belarusian producers are offering sugar at 


some 2,100 hryvni per ton. 


Russian and Belarusian sugar traders had enjoyed duty-free status ow- 
ing to a free-trade zone encompassing Russia, Belarus, and Ukraine. 
However, the duty-free agreement allows the signatory countries to 


exclude certain commodities. 


50 new gas deposits found in Kharkiv 

(Eastern Economist)—Fifty new natural gas deposits have been found in 
Kharkiv oblast, where 40% of Ukraine’s gas extraction fields are located. 
The oblast boasts a total of 45 gas fields with gas deposits at depths of 4- 
6 km. The richest volumes of gas and gas condensate are located in the 
Sakhalinsk deposit in the Krasnokutsk rayon. Experts said that once organi- 
zational work is completed — which is predicted to take place in 10 years 
— the deposit could become one of the country’s main gas sources. This 
would considerably trim dependence on Russian gas. 


Ukraine complies with IMF requests 

(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine has complied with all conditions for re- 
ceiving scheduled tranches from the IMF and the World Bank said NBU 
Governor Volodymyr Stelmakh during his visit to the US with Premier 
Kinakh, Oct. 29. Stelmakh also said the IMF would revise its extended 
financing program and the WB its systemic loan program. According to 
Stelmakh, Ukraine could the IMF EFF tranche of US $370 million in 
December and the WB systemic loan program tranche of US $100 mil- 
lion. He said Ukraine had good chances of receiving the tranches. 


Air traffic standards must improve 

(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine’s advance towards the European Union 
cannot proceed unless new standards are introduced in safety, specifically 
in air traffic, said Premier Anatoliy Kinakh, Oct. 25. According to the air 
code of Ukraine and the requirements of the International Civil Aviation 
Organization, the strengthening of control over air traffic safety should be 
the duty of an independent interdepartmental body, Kinakh said. It is sup- 
posed to monitor every component of safety, to take steps to prevent acci- 
dents and, if necessary, to conduct unbiased investigations, he added. 


Kyiv eyes South American space sector 

(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine may soon be able to share its expertise in 
the space sector with Latin America countries, said National Space Agency 
Director Oleksandr Nehoda, Oct. 25. He also said many Latin American 
countries are developing ambitious space programs but did not posses the 
technical capabilities needed to fulfill their plans. The comments came 
after Ukrainian and Argentinean officials met to talk about increased trade 
and economic cooperation. 


Industrial growth 16.6% 

(Eastern Economist)—Industrial production in January-September in- 
creased 16.6%, while GDP increased 10% in this period year-on-year, 
says Premier Anatoliy Kinakh. The biggest speed of industrial growth — 
55.7% — was recorded in coking coal and oil products production, wood 
processing saw 31.3% and machine-building 23%. 


Cabinet to reshuffle mining industry 

(Eastern Economist)—The Cabinet has approved a program on a national 
program to develop the mining and metals sectors through 2010. The sec- 
tor is to be “structurally reshuffled” in accordance to world market norms. 
As well, the program includes decreasing energy consumption by 20% to 
protect the environment. The primary directions for the development of 
non-ferrous metallurgy through 2010, is to carry out geological surveys, 
and reconstruct and build new raw-material enterprises. 
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Officials play down Kyiv mercury-spill scare 


By Evgenia Mussuri, Kyiv Post Staff Writer 

Ukrainian officials have denied media re- 
ports of a disastrous leakage of tons of mer- 
cury from a bankrupt and dilapidated Kyiv 
chemical plant. 

According to sources quoted in the Russian 
and Ukrainian media in the, up to 900 tons of 
mercury was spilled at the Radikal plant in 
the Vatutynsky district on the capital’s Left 
Bank. 

However, the Emergency Ministry has de- 
nied that mercury has escaped and insists there 
is nothing for the public to worry about. 

Ecology Minister Serhy Kurykin was 
quoted by Kievskiye Vedomosti as saying on 
Oct. 23 that there are “no grounds for panic 
or extraordinary actions” over the reports. 
However, Kurykin said the plant was in poor 
condition and could still cause an ecological 
disaster due to mercury spilled during the 47 
years of its operation and outdated tanks con- 
taining dangerous acids. The Ecology Minis- 
try has allocated Hr 600,000 for emergency 
clean-up operations at the plant. 

Once a major caustic soda producer, the 
Radikal plant has not been operating since it 
was privatized in the summer of 1996. Last 
year, the neglected enterprise was declared 
bankrupt. 

According to Vera Kulisheva, a former 
member of the plant’s management board who 
is now serving as head of its personnel de- 
partment, after Radikal stopped working, the 
management board tried to enlist government 
assistance for cleaning up the territory. 

“We realized that it might be a second 
Chornobyl,” she said. “When the plant closed, 
there were up to 220 tons of mercury we 
wanted to remove.” 

However, these plans were not realized. 
Kulisheva blamed this failure on confusion 
and personnel changes in the government. 

Eventually, the Kyiv city administration 
stepped in and last year allocated Hr 360,000 
for the clean-up. 

Vitaliy Pshenychny, head of the city admin- 
istration сере department, said that 


mom 


sum was enough to complete the job. The 
clean-up work is underway and is due to be 
completed by the end of the year. 

“There are special reservoirs at the plant, 
and workers are pouring the mercury into spe- 
cially prepared tanks for removal,” 
Pshenychny said. 

According to the city’s emergencies depart- 
ment, 100 tons of mercury is left in the reser- 
voirs at the plant. 

“There cannot be any leakage simply be- 
cause there is no production at the plant now,” 
Pshenychny said. 

However, Kulisheva said that a spill is still 
possible due to poor maintenance. 

“The mercury has been stored at the plant 
for five years,” she said. “But it was not stored 
and maintained adequately, as the plant was 
not working.” 

Kulisheva said that the cisterns containing 
mercury were initially sealed with rubber, but 
this protection may have decayed over the 
years releasing mercury. 

Meanwhile, Oleksy Pasiuk, an expert at 
Ukraine’s Ecological Center, was quoted by 
Kievskiye Vedomosti as saying there recently 
was a mercury spill within the plant. Pasiuk 
could not specify the amount of mercury 
spilled but said there was no danger of it con- 
taminating underground water sources, only 
of vapors. 

“There is no sense to say that the mercury 
spill was catastrophic, but it can become so if 
the situation at the plant is not improved,” 
Pasiuk said. 

According to Ukraine’s Green Party, the 
plant has been unsafe every since it started 
working in 1954. 

The party says equipment at the plant was 
faulty from the start, and this led to a steady 
leakage of mercury and other chemicals into 
the environment over the years. According to 
Green Party press secretary Nadia 
Balanovska, there is now more than 900 tons 
of mercury and 135 tons of hydrochloric and 
sulfuric acid in the ground underneath the 
plant. 


Kulisheva acknowledged that incidents of 
this sort did occur when the plant was working. 

“There were cases when mercury or chlo- 
rine would escape and get into the soil, water 
or air,” she said. “But the state health authori- 
ties carried out checks on the environment 
around the plant and everything was within 
the norm.” 

Meanwhile, Kyiv city authorities continue 
to insist there is nothing to worry about, even 
for people who live close to the plant. 

“No mercury fumes have been detected in 
the atmosphere,” Serhiy Tymoshenko, an ex- 
pert at the city health department, said. 

However, the Green Party’s Balanovska 
ridiculed these assertions. 

“How can it be normal when there is so 
much pollution there,” she said. 

Asked to comment on the Green Party state- 
ment, Pshenychny said that this was nothing 
more than an election campaign stunt. 

“If they really care so much about the en- 
vironment, why don’t they contribute even Hr 
10 for the clean-up?” he asked. 

Balanovska said that the party has known 
about the dangerous situation at the plant for 
many years, but they only decided to high- 
light the issue when the scare story received 
wide coverage in the mass media. 

Despite the authorities’ assurances, the 
people living around the plant, mainly former 
Radikal employees, say they are worried 
about the situation. 

“The people who live here are scared by 
our proximity to the plant,” said 63-year-old 
Olha, who did not want to be identified by 
her surname. “But we do not have any alter- 
native.” - 

Olha lives less than a kilometre away from 
the plant, in a neighborhood that has been 
known to the plant employees for years as 
Avariyny Poselok (Disaster Settlement). She 
worked at Radikal for 15 years and still re- 
calls the accidents that occurred at the plant. 
Her most vivid and hair-raising memory is of 
how she was exposed to a chlorine leak and 
had to spend two days in intensive care. 
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Border troops 


detain some 
30,000 
illegals yearly 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s police and Border 
Troops on Oct. 18 reported that the number 
of illegal immigrants detained annually in the 
country is 25,000-30,000, Ukrainian Televi- 
sion reported. 

The previous day, police, the Border 
Troops, and the customs service launched a 
joint operation in a bid to stem the flow of 
illegal immigrants transiting the country. 

According to the network, the task is ex- 
tremely difficult, as Ukraine has no accords 
with bordering countries on mutual extradi- 
tion of illegal migrants. 

Moreover, the police do not know what to 
do with illegal immigrants after they have 
been detained for 10 days; according to cur- 
rent legislation, they must be released after 
that time. 

In related news, the Interior Ministry is 
going to dismiss several regional heads of the 
traffic police and 20 of their subordinates for 
assisting illegal immigrants trying to enter the 
country, New Channel television reported on 
Oct. 18. 

In a recent operation, policemen dressed 
like immigrants traveled across Ukraine and | 
offered bribes to road police for information 
about the safest way of reaching the country’s 
western border. 

A total of 20 road police were caught red- 
handed accepting bribes from fake immi- 
grants. 

The interior minister ordered the firing of 
the bribe-takers as well as the heads of the 
road police in the regions where the bribes 
were accepted, 
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